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1 72 E mae which Mr. Rutherford and myſelf have been lately 
compelled to take for the ſecurity of our intereſts and property in Covent 
Garden theatre, have been ſo groſly miſrepreſented in the news papers 
and in common converſation, that we ſhould be wanting both to our- 
ſelves and the public, did we not once more ſolicit their attention to a 


plain and genuine narrative of © our Proceedings. | | _ 


We are not inſenſible that names, intereſts and diſputes like ours, 
deduce all their little conſequence with the world, from their accidental 


connections with its occaſional amuſements. 


Had the differences, therefore, which have ſo long ſubſiſted between 
us and our fellow-proprietors been merely of. a private and domeſtic 
nature, we ſhould as readily acknowledge the impropriety as imperti- 
nence of a repeated appeal. But, as the rational entertainment of the 
town, to which we are under the higheſt obligations, may poſſibly be 
interrupted by the continuation of our diſputes; we yield, though re- 
luctantly, to the diſagreeable neceſſity of exculpating ourſelves from the 


aſperſions, of having nee to wen interruption, any wa 
| b = an 


If 1 


than by a juſt and reaſonable aſſertion of our legal right to the joint 

management of our common property, This it muſt be owned has 
been productive of all thoſe ill effects which naturally ariſe from the 

oppoſition of determined reſolution to captious inſolence mn inve- 


terate obſtinacy. 


How Mr. Colman will ſtand excuſed for wilfully protracting the 
eſtabliſhment of our company on an equitable and amicable, footing, I 
cannot pretend to ſay; but, however lightly he may regard his duty 
to the publick, we cannot but think it ours to ſatisfy all thoſe, who 
may honour us with their attention to the affairs of the theatre, that 
neither this protraction, nor the diſagreeable conſequences that are 
juſtly to be apprehended from it, can fairly be imputed to Mr, Ruther 


Wed or Ns 


| To this end, alſo we look upon the preſent appeal as no leſs expe- 
dient than exculpatory ; having, to our great mortification, but too much 
reaſon to fear that no private mode of reconciliation will ever take place 
with Mr. Colman. In the mean time, it is with equal mortification: 
we daily ſuffer under the miſtaken imputations of wilful ignorance or 
accidental ee | 


Hence we conceive ourſelves under the neceſſity 1 owls making 
our future propoſals of accommodation in the face of the publick; 
hoping that, while ſuch neceſſity pleads an excuſe on our part, Mr. 
Colman will, on his, pay too great a reſpect to that public, to have re- 
courſe to his uſual artifices of evaſion and prevarication; of which indeed 
he appears to Poſſeſs a ſecret fund altogether inexhauſtible. 


| The eye of the world, is not ſo eaſily deluded as the ear of a 0 ; 
if Mr. Colman therefore has any thing of that regard for truth and 
er he pretends, he * now an opportunity of diſplaying it ; 


and: 


. | 1 
and of encouraging at leaſt a laudable ſufpieion that our paſt differences 
have been more —_ to ME e than Ons | 


„„ 


550 to thofe Sbus falling, indeed, which he nech ana | 
connives to drag to Tight, and depoſit at our door; their production 
wil ever be imputed at beſt to ſpleen and petulance in him ; while we 
might ſurely plead the preſcription of youth and inadvertency, at leaſt 
to many; which, however they may ſtand as items in our account, can- 
not certainly be EE 45 arguments in his cauſe. 


Not that with gap to myſelf, who have been more particularly 
pointed at, 1 fear to meet him even on this ground, with all my imper- 
fections. But as the juſtification of offences, from example, forms but a 
weak plea for committing them, ſo the preference to be gained by 
compariſon, conſtitutes but a very ſlender degree of merit. Beſides this 
I humbly apprehend theſe are enquiries ſtill more beneath the notice of 
the publick, than even our injudicious . about the 9 and 
1 of the theatre. 


The tale I have to tell is fimple, and perhaps tedious; but I choſe 

to tell it as nearly as I could in Mr. Colman's own manner, and to ad- 
dreſs it to himſelf; becauſe it is on him T would have it make an im- 
preſſion. The facts alſo are ſimple as related; the motives of which, 
however, may have been ſometimes ſo complicated, as to baffle my 
ſagacity. I have indeed been more attentive to the order and certainty 
of the facts, than to the propriety of any concluſions drawn from them; 
being ſenſible that although partiality may pervert, and ſophiſtry elude 
the ſtrongeſt reaſoning, the evidence of fact is irreſiſtible. 


When we firſt engaged in this unproſperous aſſociation, and at the 
flattering i inſtances of Mr. Powell, admitted-Mr. Colman to. a ſhare in 
b 2 our 


r 
+ our naded purchaſe, it is well known we vided and treated him 


him with a deference and credulity that all our inexperience, of which 
he has been pleaſed to remind us, can hardly find an excuſe. We con- 
 , feſs that our implicit confidence in him, and the character given us of 
him by his friend, betrayed a moſt unworldly weakneſs and ignorance 
of mankind, We own we were little backneyed in the Ways of men, and 
much leſs in the ways of men, whoſe verſatile genius and theatrical 
talents, enable them to aſſume a new character with every new pur- 
poſe they have to anſwer. But what epithet ſhall we, beſtow on that 


principle which tends to extract profit from ſuch Ignorance? © "2 1 


* 


* 
If. i in PG: formation of our articles, we "RY on our part, left open- 
* into which the infinite pliability of the law can inſinuate itſelf at 
pleaſure: if we have weakly impoſed reſtrictions clear enough in their 
ſpirit, but whoſe letter may be melted down to nothing, by the indeter- 
minate conſtructions of refinement; let Mr. Colman enjoy the honour 
of having outwitted us, and let it be our ſhame, as it is our fisfortune, 


to have given him he opportunity. 


But that this is not the caſe, there is the greateſt preſumption to be- 
lieve; ſince it is the opinion of two of the firſt lawyers in this kingdom, 
that the articles are expreſſed with clearneſs and certainty, nor admit of 
any doubt in their conſtruction. It is remarkable alſo, that although 
Mr. Colman pretends he has conſtantly acted by the advice of counſel, 
he never produced to us a written opinion of any ſuch counſel, in his 
favour; which, when we ſhewed him that of ours, he certainly ought 


to have done, if he had any, or wanted really to come to an accom- 
modation 


This was a ſatisfaction in hich he would or could not condeſcend 
to indulge us: in the mean time, we found we were dropping apace 


into flavery. Nay, we were even told by our r oppreſſor, that we were 
3 8 already 


ma 


already laves. But this need not have been told us; we ſaw plainly 
the very ſhadow of power vaniſh from us; and were ſtruck with a 
ſerious alarm leſt our property ſhould alſo take the ſame courſe. We 
| ſaw ourſelves involved in a vaſt and inſupportable expence, laviſhed 
away, in defiance of our moſt ſolemn proteſts, upon ſuperfluous ſervants, + 
greedy favorites, and a numerous ſtanding army of undiſciplined and 
| uſeleſs performers, under various titles and denominations. 


« 


We did not, indeed, then foreſee that the new and coſtly trappings, 
with which Mr. Powell was every night adorning himſelf, were to an- 
ſwer 40 * double intent. Hur not ſuggeſt itſelf to us, that they were 
deſigned, not only to figure on the ſtage of Covent-Garden, but to 
exhibir the patentee of a royal theatre in denn en on that of 


Briſtol. - 


The menacing proſpect of our affairs, however, awakened us to a very 
[ſerious attention. We found our theatre intemperately pouring forth 
the contributions of the public bounty, as faſt as it received them; 
and this in a manner that made us trenable for the continuance of thoſe 


e 


| Nor was this all: ſome other practices had begun to manifeſt them- 
ſelves, which gave us the moſt ſenſible uneaſineſs. We had entered 
upon our office, with ſanguine hopes of attracting the favourable re- 
gards of the public, by a diſintereſted and impartial attention to the 
productions of men of genius. We fondly hoped, that by this conduct 
we might have the merit with the town, of reſcuing our ſtage from 
thoſe imputations which had been caſt upon it under former ma- 


nagement. 


Theſe were the conſiderations that firſt recommended Mr. Colman 


to our ſociety; and it was from a juſt diffidence of our own abilities 
| | for 


131 
for the bows important taſk, and a too flattering eſtimation of 
his, that we admitted him into our treaty, and invefted him with 
the office of acting manager, under due reſtraint and controul. 
We underſtood him to be a gentleman of education, with an eſtabliffr- 
ment, that ought to have ſer him above every fervite office or ſordid 
confideration; and with expectations that appeared to do honour to our 
connection with him. Inſtructed by ſo able a maſter as the fucceſsful 
manager of Drury-Lane, we conceived the talents of both in ſome de- 
gree congenial. Strangers to the friendly arts by which the tutor 
nurſed the rickety reputation of his pupil, we falſely imagined the latter 
ſafely arrived at the goal of fame; andlooked upon him as qualified 
to conduct others, by directing the incipient efforts of genius to their 


proper end and deſign. 


How theſe hopes have been fulfilled, ſeveral ingenious and inſulted 
writers too well know; we too ſenſibly feel; and the undeluded publick 
will be able, in ſome degree, to judge from the following ſheets. The 
reaſons on which we ground our late proceedings; the neceſſity we lay 
under of making a forcible entry into our theatre; the ſuſpicion of 
peculation and miſmanagement within thoſe doors which were barricaded 
againſt their owners; the flagrant verification of thoſe ſuſpicions ; and 
the unneceſſary and illegal diſpoſſeſſion of two of our ſervants, by the 
formal and ridiculous proceſs of a third; can now no longer with pro- 
priety be with-held from the publick. The intelligence belongs to them; 
it is at their tribunal our cauſe muſt be ultimately decided: to them 

therefore we ſubmit the merits of * and rely on their judgment and 
candour, | 


To Mr. Powell we would wiſh to ſay as little as poſſible. A perſon 
who has made an abſolute ceſſion and ſurrender of his faculties to an- 
other, and blindly delivered himſelf over to his arbitrary guidance, 
may be ſaid to ſuffer a kind of moral death, and under ſuch an entire 
ſuſpen- 


+ 


C vii 1 
ſuſpenſion of volition, can ſcarcely be conſidered as reprehenſible for 


the turpitude, or commendable for the rectitude of his actions. 

Under this predicament ſtands Mr. Powell, a man who conſigns his 
name to pamphlets he never penned, ſubſcribes letters and manifeſtos 
which if he had read, he could not comprehend ; and who, in the aſ- 
ſumed office of ſuperintending the wardrobe, is ſo delicate in his truſt, 
that he conveys it with him to the theatre at Briſtol ; as if the preſer- 


vation and ſecurity of his finery depended on his carrying it about with 
him on his back. 


To conclude; we beg leave to call the public to witneſs, that not- 
withſtanding the juſt reſentment we cannot but feel, at ſuch repeated 
inſtances of oppreſſion, we deſire nothing ſo much as a fair and equitable 
accommodation. And that the terms of it may be no longer liable to 
miſconſtruction or miſrepreſentation, we have in the following pages 
| openly tendered to Mr. Colman ſuch overtures, as in our judgment 
ſeem beſt calculated to adjuſt our differences. 


If theſe are fair and equitable, as we hope they are, and mean they 
' ſhould be, the town will know on which party to lay the blame; if, 
when the theatrical ſeaſon ſhould open, our doors ſhall be found 
ſhut. We need not be told how ſeverely we ſhall ſmart, as well as 
our contending brethren, from ſuch a circumſtance z but we have too 
long laboured under oppreſſion to bear it with patience any longer. 
On the contrary, we are determined to oppoſe it, at the hazard of 
loſing every thing we poſſeſs ; rather chuſing to be deprived of the laſt. 
ſhilling of our property, in the juſt and legal defence of it, than 
tamely to reſign our right to the conduct and diſpoſal of it to a deſign- 
ing and inſolent intruder. 
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Mx R. Kaihirfbed 14 yt. lng fo often in vain wnclted your 
attention to our complaints, and invited you to a fair and amicable dif- 
cuſſion of the ſeveral grievances, that gave tiſe to thoſe complaints; we 
muſt now in mere deſpair drop all private correſpondence with you, and 
reſign every hope of gaining upon your nature by thoſe gentle and com- 
placent arguments; which we have hitherto adopted in preference to 
all others, and from which, nothing but the neceffity of ſelf-defence 
mould have tempted us, in the conduct of our diſpute with you, to have 
departed. But, to our inexpreſſible mortification, and regtet, you have 
dragged us into public controverſy: and, to my particular diſadvantage it 
is, that I now find myſelf, by the abſence of my colleague, diveſted of that 
aſſiſtance, and ſupport, which a communication of opinions, as wells 
of wh a would elſe have afforded me. The libellous, and unmanly 

B insſinu- 
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me to trace the ſtream of abuſe to its ſource; though I have not atti 
to interrupt its current; having derived this unintended benefit from it, 
that, while you was proving to the world you had no wit but malevo- 
lence, you have incautiouſly made it appear that you have no argument 
but ſcurrility. 
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- infinvations, with which you have filled the public papers, and your St. 


James's Chronicle in particular, on that and other occaſions, have obliged 


1 am a fr, by Mr. Rutherford's abſence, left to defend myſelf 


alone : yet, fortified by the integrity 'of my intentions, I fear not to call 


5 you forth at the tribunal of the publick ; thither I recur for protection, a 
and there our injuries, and your artifices, cannot eſcape diſcovery. Tis 
true, I enter upon this undertaking with great diſadvantages; your un- 


common talents, eſtabliſned practice, and perfect initiation into the logick, 
which can make * be worſe, appear the better reaſon,” are well known. 


Againſt theſe I have nothing to oppoſe but a few plain fats, ſelected from 


a multitude of grievances, with which your oppreſſion has furniſhed me. 


I ſhall proceed however at once to a plain and candid enquiry. into 


your conduct, from our firſt, interview, to the date of this letter; and 
from this enquiry, I think it will be ſeen, that even before we ſigned = 
our firſt contract, you had formed a latent deſign, a regular plan of 


cunning and dexterity, to work yourſelf into the ſole. direction of Co- 


vent · Garden theatre, in the moſt abſolute and arbitrary ſenſe of the word; 


and this at the expence of the peace, and the property of your aſſoci- 


ates. An end like this was of neceſſity to be accompliſhed by any means, 
that, ſophiſtry, feigned friendſhip, ſecret colluſion, or open violence 
could deviſe and execute. You are not to be told, fir, how many turns 


and windings are made by men who would eſtabliſh a reputation for 


cunning, in order to eſcape the vigilance of their obſervers ; but you 
are to be told (and it may be matter of uſeful information to you) that 


in weaving this web and labyrinth of , they generally leave a clue 


behind 


ited: 


1 „„ ; 


behind them; which, Si an honeſt man gets hold of, he ſeldom fails 
| to. unravel their operations, and trace them up to the point from whence 
they ſtarted. Such a leading thread you have undeſignedly put into our 
hands. This is the pamphlet you are pleaſed; by a figure in ſpeech, to 
Which you are but too much accuſtomed, to call a True State of our 
differences. I ſhall ſo far verify the title you have given it, as to make 
frequent uſe of the ſame words for guiding the reader to the truth, which 
I have gra” reaſon to "ou vers Gann 4 by you 75 very contrary 


Ws phi tee of that penkakeg you * what; « ft a meeting between | 
all the parties on the 31ft of March, Mr. Hutchinſon attended with an in- 
* frument prepared for us to fign,'on bis reading over that part of it, wherein 
&« it was recited, that the. four parties ſhould be equally concerned in the 
b management of "the theatre, Mr. Colman begged leave to interrupt him, and. 
„fold him it was a ſettled Point that be (Colman) was to be inveſted with 
& ' the direction of the theatre, whereupon, to Mr. Colman very great ſurprixe, 
« Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford declared 1 7 never Bad tbe leaft intention 
e fucb an article? F 4 


Lou ſay true, ſir, we never had the dealt! intention of inveſting you with 
ſuch a general indeterminate wh en _ declared ſo then; a ye 


more pers ie 2 RE] it r 


ot BS ve 


* . Colman ſaid be took it yo ib that 85 matter (ef. giving 15 
Kon * the ſale ela of our property) had been previouſh underfood on all fu. 2 5 


The fact is, that we never heard a . of your being the abſolute 
director of the theatre, but from your ſaying, © You could frir a fire better 
than any man in England.” That indeed we laughed at, as a conceit of 
intended wit and pleaſantry, but could not imagine that you meant it a 


1 and — 12 to which we had agreed: but you further 
ö 1 urge 


*, 


L 4 7 


. « That you had plainly dedared 1% Mr. Powell an 


«- bis firſt. application, that you. would never be. concerned in the qurchaſe, 
«: wnleſs you ſpould be inuęſted with the in er: er 


he e the truth ph Pp Aen. Rar 2 rg gt eit 
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And. is your Scheune to Me. Powell, that. you n or HE bs 
inveſted with the arbitrary management of our property, a reaſon that 
we ſhould be ſo mad as to accede to it, in order to gratify your luſt for 


power? ® Mr. Powell aſſerted too, when he introduced you to us, chat you 
was a fair honeſt man, that you would lay down a plan of management 


that would raiſe and retrieve the reputation of our theatre; throw all 


competition in the other houſe at a diſtance, and advance che profits of 


ſeaſon by one faurth part more than under the late direction. But 


ſe flattering aſſertions of Mr. Powell's, though repeatedly backed by 


= teſtimony, are no better a proof of your being aQtually poſſeſſed 


af theſe talents, than your declaring you would be abſolute in the 


Ns was a demonſtration; that we had made you ſa. We have often 


fince reflected upon the variety of ſhapes you aſſumed ĩn order to pro- 
cure our conſent to inveſt you with the ſo much deſired direction of the 


theatre. Simile, pun, jeſt, anger; rage, complacency, nay even adula- 


neither ſboth, "angle, or menace us into the weakneſs and ** — „ 
quired, you dropped the attack, made a ſudden tranſition in your an- 


ners, and uttered ſolemly this declaration, « God knows my heart, I never 


e wiſb, nor ever can be arbitrary, 14 is not in my nature. We then im- 
mediately ſigned our firſt inſtrument of partnerſhip, which left our 
powers in the management of Covent - Garden theatre, as equal as our 


EE. 


intereſts wo > in the Property of it. 1 


0 For: my own part, T ſhould thiok fach A l = Fl confidered a 25 A a proof! that we. 
Jade then given up our rights, and a very probable preſumption that we never have; — 
ſurely au. would. not threaten to take that from; us, Which we bad already reſigned; 
the 3 ſuch 15 rene ſpirit of MA would be moſt likely t t0;put v8 upon. 
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ARTICLES of AGRERMEN T, Quadripartite; made 
and agreed upon this thirty-firſt day of March, One 
thcufsnd ſeven hundred and ſixty-ſeven, between Thomas 
Farris of Holbourn, in the county of Middleſex, Eſquire, 
ws of the firſt part: John Rutherford of Newman-ſtreet, in the 
in pariſh. of St. Mary le Bon, in the ſame county, Eſquire, 
ol the ſecond part: George Colman of Great 'Queen's- 


[ ſtreet, near Lincoln s-Inn-Field, in the county aforeſaid, 


Eſquire, of the third part ; and William Powell of Great 
Kuſſel-ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. Paul, Covent - Garden, 


ia Kut of NI aud a b, 25 lens In 14 50 wa 
eng TT E Jen 


"HER E 48 dhe dad Thomas Haitisi and Ow Rutherford, y 


: James Hutchinſon; their agent, are in treaty with Priſcilla Rich, the 


widow and repreſentative of John Rieh, late of the pariſh of St. Paul, 
covent · Garden, Eſquire, deceaſed, for the purchaſing two ſeveral pa- 


5 tents for exhibiting theatrical performances, and of ſundry leaſes granted 


of Covent-Garden theatre or playhouſe, and of the rooms, buildings, 
conveniences, and appurtenances thereunto belonging; together with all 


and ſingular the furniture, fixtùres, ſcenes, decorations, wardrobe, mu- 
fick, entertainments, matters and things whatſoever, which the faid 


Priſcilla Rich is no. polſcffed of; or intitled to, as appertaining or be- 
longing eo the ſaid theatre, or to any theatrical performances and ex- 
kibitions; either as executrik as aforeſaid, or in her own right, or for 
or in behalf of herſelf, and any other perſon or perſons whomſoever: 
And alſo, all deeds, books, papers, writings, contracts, and ſecurities 
belonging: And whereas the purchaſe- money required by the 
ſaid: Priſcilla Rich, is foxry thouſand pounds; now therefore, it is hereby 


mutually agreed, by and between all the. ſaid- parties to theſe preſents, 


and 1 4 de * for themſelves * and reſpectvely, and for 
their 


f * 1 

tlieir ſeveral and reſpective heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, coves 
nant, promiſe, and agree to, and with the other and others of them, 
his and their reſpective executors, adminiſtrators, and afligns, in man- 
ner following, (that is to ſay) That the ſaid Thomas Harris and John 
Rutherford ſhall be, and are hereby authorized and impowered to pro- 
ceed in the ſaid treaty, and to contract and agree for the purchaſing of 
che ſaid premiſes at any price or ſum not exceeding ſixty thouſand pounds; 
and to that end to ſign and execute any deeds or writings that may be 
neceſſary and proper in their own names, but for the joint account and 
benefit of all the ſaid parties. That upon concluding the ſaid treaty, 
and ſigning any ſuch contract or agreement as aforeſaid, all the ſaid par- 
ties ſhall and will be, and become joint owners and proprietors, and be 
jointly and equally intereſted and concerned in the ſaid patents, leaſes, 
and premiſes, both for profit and loſs, and ſhall be jointly and equally 
concerned, and employed in the management of all the theatrical per- 
formances to be exhibited in conſequence of ſuch purchaſe.-Thar all 

the ſaid parties ſhall and will, well and truly pay and advance their ſaid 
ſeveral ſhares and proportions of the ſaid ſixty thouſand pounds, or ſuch 
other ſum of money as aforeſaid, and that at ſuch: time or times as the 
ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford ſhall agree to pay the ſame, - 
as well as of all other ſum or ſums of money, coſts, charges and expen- 
ces attending the ſaid purcaſe. That in caſe the ſaid George Colman 
and William Powell, or either of them, - ſhall not at ſuch time or times 
as aforeſaid, be prepared with, and actually pay down the whole of his or 
their proportion of the ſaid purchaſe money, they the ſaid Thomas Harris 
and John Rutherford, ſhall and will, jointly and equally, advance and 
pay for him or them, ſo much money as ſhall be the deficiency of the 
ſaid George Colman and William Powell, or either of them, ſo that the 
ſum they reſpectively pay down be not leſs than ten thouſand pounds, 
and the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford, or ſuch of them as 
| ſhall make up ſuch deficiency, ſhall be allowed to deduct out of the 
* ſhares of the profits belonging to the ſaid George Colman and 
3 | William 
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William Powell, intereſt for the ſame, at and aftet the rate of five 
pounds per centum per annum, until payment thereof, and his or their 
part, ſhare and intereſt, in the premiſes ſhall ſtand and be a pledge or 
ſecurity until all ſuch principal and intereſt ſhall be fully paid. That 
upon the ſaid treaty and agreement with the ſaid Priſcilla Rich taking 
effect, all the ſaid parties ſhall enter into and execute the neceſſary and 
proper deeds, inſtruments, or writings, as well for the better effectuat- 
ing this agreement, as for the managing and carrying on the undertak- 
ing of the exhibitions and performances in conſequence thereof, Pro- 
vided nevertheleſs, and it is hereby mutually agreed, that in caſe of the 
death. of any or either of the ſaid parties to theſe preſents, before the 
intended agreement with the ſaid Priſcilla Rich ſhall be carried into exe- 
cution, then and in that caſe, theſe preſents, and every matter and thing 
herein contained, with reſpect only to the party or parties ſo dying ſhall 
be void and of no effect, and then the ſurviving parties ſhall ſtand in his 
place, if they think proper, and ſhall and will jointly and equally ad- 
vance and pay the ſhare and proportion of the party or parties ſo dying, 
and in caſe of refuſing or declining ſo to do, then the other or others of 
the ſaid ſurviving parties, who ſhall be willing ſo to do, ſhall and may 
"advance and make good the deceaſed's ſhare, and be intereſted in and 
intitled unto the ſaid premiſes in proportion to the money he or they ſhall 
ſo advance: And for the true performance of this preſent agreement, 
each of the ſaid. parties, doth hereby bind himſelf, his heirs, executors 
and adminiſtrators, unto the other and others of them, and his and their 
reſpective executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, in the penal ſum of 
three thouſand pounds of lawful money of Great-Britain. In witneſs 
whereof, the ſaid parties firſt abovenamed, have hereunto interchange- 
ably ſet their hands and ſeals, the day and year firſt abovewritten. 


Seated and delivered IS, T. HARRISͤ. (L. S.) 


(being firſt duly ſtampꝰd) [ J. RurRERTORD. (L. S.) 
in the 1 8 of G. CoLMan. - (L. S.) 


About 


EL 


About the beginning of May, being wrought upon by your extreme 
folicitude and groſs deſceptions, concerning the neceſſity of it, we be- 
gan to take the management of the arm into 1 conſideration. | 5 

G Liza vit. 

As we had obſerved from our ſeeing the firſt cbt. that from 2 
ſtrange puerile vanity that poſſeſſed you, a perpetual attempt at ſuperiority 
ever mixed itſelf in your converſation on buſineſs; though we could not 
then ſuſpect any latent deſign upon our property, but rathier i imputed it 
all to infirmity of temper, yet we thought it prudent to give a parti-— 
cular charge and precaution to Mr. Hutchinfon our attorney to take 
eſpecial care, to guard and ſecure our rights, and authority in this new 
inſtrument, relative to the management, in like manner as we had 
directed and required him to do i in the firſt contract with op 


Here, Sir, we would inſert this feet intent . remarks 
that we intend to make upon it, but there being a matter in diſpute 
between us, that ſome time or other muſt be ſettled, we think the adjuſt- 
ing that point ſhould be our next ſtep; eſpecially as it will be a very 
proper preface to the article, and ſerve to introduce the reader ro: a more . 
intimate acquaintance with your character and accompliſnments. ; 


4 


Mr. Powell has often loudly complained, that be has been PE 
upon concerning the article of management ; that he i is thereby barely 
defrauded of his juft right, and of his power over his property, by 
his fellow patentees. This complaint is as notorious, as that he i is 
an equal proprietor, ——The hiſtory of Mr. Powell's Fend is a 
follows. 


On your return from Bath, the 1 of May, we called on you: 
the firſt words you ſaid to us, and the laſt at that meeting, were all 
tending to prove the certain ruin of us all, if Mr. Powell had any right 
to interfere in the management of the theatre; and this was the firſt 
> time 


„„ 


time the idea of excluding Mr. Powell ever occurred to us. But you 
repeatedly inſiſted, that Powell was a man of no degree of underſtand- 
ing; that his boundleſs and exceſſive vanity, with bis inſuperable love 
of expence, muſt be the deſtruction of our undertaking.—To Mr. 
Powell's private character we were then entire ſtrangers, we knew him 
only as a performer; you, Sir, was his FRIEND, his InTIMaTE.— We 
objected to the meaſure as unequitable and impracticable; you perſiſted _ 
and aſſured us it would be for his good in the end, as well as for the 
general good of us all. We therefore acquieſced. Now, Sir, where the 
diſhonourable part of this tranſaction will juſtly fall, the bare aſſertion of 
either party cannot determine, facts and circumſtances mult, 


On the gde of Harris and Rutherford it may be urged, that! it does 
not appear in the leaſt probable, that the ſame men who brought Powell 
into the partnerſhip, who oppoſed Colman's intended monopoly of 
power, and who honeſtly eſtabliſhed an equality among them all, by the 
firſt inſtrument, ſhould ſo ſuddenly, and for no apparent reaſon, be for pre- 
cluding Powell from all power by the ſecond inſtrument: it is to be ob- 
ſerved too, that Harris and Rutherford have never once pretended to 
more than that moiety of power, which their moiety of property na- 
turally gave them; that they have never ſince in any ſingle inſtance defired, or 
iutended to carry into execution any one meaſure that was or might be objected 
to by Mr. Powell, But it appears evidently from the very firſt, that 

Colman uſed every means to engroſs the whole power to himſelf. Is 
not this one proof, that Colman was the man who ſuggeſted, proſe- 
cuted, and accompliſhed the Plan of engaging Powell, to give 8 all 
right over his 3 


But ſtill you ſay, and have given it under your hand to the public, 
(for the truth of which the immediate jewel of your ſoul is pledged) 
that Rutherford and Harris were the contrivers of Powell's precluſion. 
—In Judging of this . the public will no doubt be led to conſider, 
C that 


(20 } 


that Colman was Powell's avowed friend, that Colman was brought 


into the partnerſhip by Powell, ſo that it is not reaſonable to think, that 


after ſuch obligations, Colman could be perfidious enough to con- 
trive and compals the excluſion of his friend. . In anſwer to this reaſon- 
ing, we will make uſe of your own words in your True State:“ Powell 


« however ſhewed great repugnance to giving me the direction; but on my 


« expoſtulating with him ALONE (do you mark, Sir, ALONE) on this ſub- 
jedi, and reminding him of bis firſt application to me, and my declared 


« reſolutions at that period, he ( Powell) frankly confeſſed, that he had been 


e agviſed to the contrary, but that on refietiion be returned to his original 


&« intention, and was content to put his fame and fortune into my hands.” Did 
Mr. Colman ever throw ſo ſevere an imputation upon us, as he has now 
done upon' himſelf? Tickled with the vanity of ſhewing how im- 
. plicit a confidence Powell had repoſed in him, he has inadvertently 
diſcovered how unworthily he obtained it, and the uſe he made of it, 
leaving us at a loſs which moſt to admire, his own ſubtilty or his friend's 
ſimplicity. We would aſk Mr. Powell, if we ever offered the ſmalleſt 
attempt, or expreſſed the moſt diſtant hint of our deſire, that he ſhould 
reſign his power into your hands; indeed his frequent complaints du- 


ring the tranſaction, and very often ſince to many of his friends, and 


to one reſpectable gentleman, in particular, of your continually impor- 


tuning him day by day to give up his voice, ſets this matter clearly 
enough to view: but if there yet remain any doubt, take the fol- 


Jowing tranſaction, —Some time in November laſt, Harris, Rutherford, 


Colman, and Powell, met to adjuſt their differences. Powell complained 
loudly of the article of management, as an infamous fraud upon his- 


property, and an abuſe upon his good-nature, (for fo he termed his ig- 
norance and credulity) and in plain Engliſh ſaid, © That the precluding, 
him from a power over his property, was add rog—ſh tranſaction.“ 

Harris and Rutherford blamed him much for not diſtinguiſning who: 
contrived or brought him to conſent to that meaſure, and declared they 


were ready that inſtant to return him the equal ſhare of power he 
„ | | had 


— — 
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bod veſted in him by the original article. But to this Mr. Powell's ine | 
friend with great warmth abſolutely refuſed to aſſent, affirming vehe- 
mently © The power I have I will keep, I will not part with a jot of it.” 


It will avail you nothing to deny the truth of this anecdote, We have 
often ſince repeated the ſame offer. We now leave the impartial reader 


to determine which of us is guilty of ſuggeſting, of accompliſhing, and 


of continuing the excluſion of Mr. Powell. 


The infinite pains you have taken from time to time, to miſrepreſent 
and elude every clauſe in the following article, muſt certainly have im- 
printed indelibly every ſyllable of it in your memory. Vet we muſt 


beg your patience whilſt we give it you once more at full length. 


Whereas T. Harris, J. Rutherford, G. Colman, and M. Powell, by certain 
articles of agreement, dated the 31ſt day of May laſt, did agree to purchaſe 
of the repreſentatives of Jobn Rich, Eſq; deceaſed, two patents for exhibit- 
ing theatrical performances, and the ſeveral leaſes of Covent-Garden theatre, 
and the rooms, buildings, conveniencies, furniture, cloaths, ſcenes, decorations, 


+ muſic, entertainments, and all things belonging to the ſaid theatre; and the 


To T. Harris and J. Rutherford, were thereby authorized to treat for, and 
purchaſe the ſame, at a ſum not exceeding ſixty thouſand pounds, and the pur- 
chaſe money was to be advanced by the ſaid parties equally, and they were to 


| become jointly and equally concerned in the management of the ſaid theatre, 
and were to execute proper deeds and inſtruments for that purpoſe, when the ſaid 


purchaſe ſhould be compleated. And whereas the ſaid T. Harris and F. Ruther- 
ford, have accordingly contratted and agreed with the repreſentatives of the 
ſaid John Rich, for the purchaſing the ſaid patents, leaſes, premiſes and things, 
at and for a ſum of ſixty thouſand pounds, and which purchaſe is to be com- 
pleated on the firſs of July next.—So far is a recital of the firſt article; 
now follows what may be called the acting manager's clauſe, 


C. 2 | Now 
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Now the ſaid ſeveral parties baving peruſed, and 1d full ee the 
purport and contents of the ſaid contra?, do approve of, and confirm the 
ſame, and having alſo, in conſequence thereof, taken into their conſideration, 


the management of the ſaid theatre, they have, for the better, and more eaſy | 
conducting the buſineſs thereof, as well as for their joint and equal benefit 


and advantage, agree, and do hereby mutually declare and agree, that not- 
vithtanding every thing contained in the ſaid agreement already made between 
the ſaid parties, the ſaid G. Colman ſhall be inveſted with the direction of the 
ſaid theatre, in the particulars following, viz. That he ſhall have power 
of engaging and diſmiſſing performers of all kinds, of receiving or rejecting 
ſuch new pieces as ſhall be offered to the ſaid theatre, or the proprietors thereof, 
of caſting the plays, of appointing what plays, farces, entertainments, and 
and other exhibitions ſhall be performed, and of condufting all ſuch things as 
are — underſtood to be comprebended in the dramati cal and theatrical 
province. 


By virtue of this clauſe, you have aſſumed to yourſelf the title of 
Acting Manager, — a technical, undefinable, tyrannical term, by which 
you have impoſed on all the inferior players, and ſervants belonging to 
the theatre, and by infinite pains have perſuaded them, that under that 
title you have an unlimited abſolute power over every department of 
the ſtage. —If you had informed them juſtly, they would have known 
that this is but one clauſe of the articles, which clauſe has no force in 
law, reaſon, or equity, independent of the proviſions and reſtrict ions con- 
tained and expreſſed in the fourth. en now proceed to the third 
clauſe. | 


% And the ſaid T. Harris and J. Rutherford, ſhall be defired to attend to 
the controulment of the accounts and treaſury relative to the ſaid theatre.— 
Provided always, and in as much as the ſaid T. Harris and J. Rutherferd, 
will have leiſure to attend to the affairs of the ſaid theatre, and the ſaid 
W. Powell is to be engaged as an actor or mth on the ſtage, (for which 


3 . purpoſe 


E 
* ſeparate articles are intern to be entered into betweew him and the 
other parties) in which his time and attention will be chiefly employed and 


taten up, —ſo that be will not be able to apply himſelf in hs the ey | 
neſs of the theatre. 


1 
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In the third clauſe you will 4 that Harris and Rutherford have 
the department of the treaſury particularly aſſigned to them, and are 
ſaid to have leiſure to attend to the affairs of the-ſaid theatre, by which 
it is evident that it was by no means intended you ſhould bear the bur- 
then of the ſole management.—But as to your friend Powell, he poor 
man, appears to be a mere parentheſis, and of the inſignificant kind too, of 
no mark or power, but to interrupt the ſenſe and order of the inſtrument. 


Now, fir, to the fourth, or the. controuling clauſe, which clauſe you 
have directly violated in the progreſs of uw conduct throughout the 
whole of the paſt ſeaſon, 8 


It is therefore dans further agreed, that the ſaid G. Colman ſhall from 


time to time, and at all times hereafter, communicate and ſubmit his conduct, 
Land be meaſures be ſhall intend to purſue, unto them the ſaid Harris and 


35 - Rutherfard, —So far ſurely is very full, explicit, and intelligible, nor do 


we ſee any room to exerciſe the arts of quibling and chicanery : bur to 
proceed.“ And in caſe they ſhall at any time ſignify their diſapprobation 
thereof in writing unto the ſaid G. Colman, then and in that caſe, the meaſures 
fo diſapproved of, ſhall not be carried into execution, any thing before con- 
tained to the contrary notwithſtanding.” Now, if you will do us the 
favour to read this fairly to your friends the box-keepers, treaſurer, houſe- 
keeper, wardrobe-keeper, under actors, carpenters and candle ſnuffers, 
they will explain to you the power that is annexed to your boaſted title 
of Afing Manager. This, and only this, to propoſe and to ſubmit, and if 
we approve, to execute,— not elſe. — They may tell you too that this is all 
the power any equal partner ought to have.—It is all that law or equity 
would give, or any honeſt man demand,—And give us leave to tell 
RS | you 
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you, it is all the power you ever ſhall have, while we are proprietors of 
Covent-Garden theatre. The following is the fifth, which we OE 


- may with propriety be termed _ amicable clauſe. _ 


95 5 . et nevertheleſs with reſpect to the ſaid 1. Powell, it is i bende * 
2 pereed, that be ſhall at all times give his advice and aſſiſtance relative to 
any part of the bufineſs of the ſaid ws, when thereunto de fired by the 


* 


other parties.“ g 9 


1 


Thus, ſir, have you provided for inn de bo u was content to put bis 
fame and fortune into your hands.” Unleſs he is called upon by the other 
three proprietors for his advice and aſſiſtance, it is an abſolute infringe- 
ment of the articles for him ever to ene his opinion in ay matters 


whatſoever. 5 


No ſooner was the foregding article executed, than your deſign of 

diveſting us of our legal, natural, and equitable power over gur pro- 

perty, began to appear too plainly: to'be doubted by us.— Tour e 

agents, authors, actors, printers, box-keepers, news-writers; Powell and 25 ö 
8 Colman, all affirm that Colman is inveſted with the abſolute mad: „ 
- ment of the whole theatre: for you well knew, when once the public * 5 
Will - are impreſſed with a falſhood, it takes ſome time to undeceive them, — 
. | Another ſtroke of your policy was, to exert all your talents of ſlander 
and ridicule againſt us. Our youth, our inexperience, our way of think- ' 
ing, our courſe of life, and our conduct in every particular, were ren- 
dered as contemptible as your labouring invention could paint them. 


1 The ſeaſon at length arrived for opening the theatre, previous to which 
| il a rehearſal was appointed, and it being the firſt under the new propri- . 
etors, the whole company were ſummoned to attend. We thought it en- 
cumbent on us not to omit this opportunity of ſeeing the performers 


us convened, and accordingly entered the theatre with all the 
8 5 | chearfulneſs 


x . 
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* 


« 
is 


I 


* 
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chearfulneſs of young men, fond of a new, promiſing and agreeable 
purchaſe. But how were we received? We expected the performers, 
(eſpecially the capital ones) would have been introduced to us: but in- 
ſtead of ſhewing us any marks of civility, you impetuouſly came up to 
us with the appearance of offended pride and enraged Importance z 


opped us ſhort, and bade us go off the ſtage, leſt we e, interrupt 
| the buſineſs of the theatre. 


% 


Petulant and i. mannered as we then thought your treatment in this 


inſtance, we now perceive it was a part of your original policy, to keep 


us as much as poſſible, ignorant of all matters relative to the theatre, 
and of every perſon belonging to it; which plan is obviouſly conſiſtent 
with your ; iginalone, of worming yourſelf Dy degrees into the ſole and 


ary; Aireftion of the theatre, | 


! 
mY 
LS 
* 

A 


; - freſh I, reaſons to reſent your inſolence. We will not here re-enter on the 


: £ 3 
* 


> Prbpriery or impropriety of your engaging Mr. and Mrs. Yates; but ſhall 
"only tell you, that as it was a meaſure diſapproved of by us all in con- 
_ ference on that head, and a meaſure of great conſequence to us all, it 


ought not to have been taken without the conſent of Harris and Ruther- 
ford, eſpecially not in defiance of our known opinion. The reaſon you 
aſſign for this precipitate engagement, will not bear you harmleſs, for 
you knew you had the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that the managers of Deory- 
Lane would not engage them. 


As to the affair of Compbuling, the falſhood of your repreſentation in 


your pamphlet, i is capable of proof: if we did not think the time would 
be miſpent in agitating an obſolete queſtion. You are ſenſible, that by 


your excellence in the art of ſtirring up a fire, you made it abſalutely 
neceſſary for us to forbid a repetition of this performance: 


* - 
* 4 
1 


2 "the tath September the theatre optilett every day giving us 


Upon 


would not give herſelf the trouble to ineur any more expt 
our knowledge. We immediately receiyed an anſwer from V 
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© "BG receipt of this prohibition, you and Mr. Powell thus conformed 
to your articlesz you threatened to ſhut up the theatre, and Mr. Powell 


to appeal to his friends and the public for redreſs. (See True State, 


p. 36.) About this time we began to perceive, by the deluge of tradeſ- 
mens bills, that an immenſe expence for the wardrobe, &c. had been i in- 
curred by Mrs. Powell, without our knowledge or conſent.— We theres 
fore could not but think it highly expedient for us to examine minutely 
what property had been brought into the theatre. Onenquiry, we were told 
by the wardrobe-keepers, that great part of the property was in the 
poſſeſſion of Mrs. Powell, at her houſe in Ruſſel-ſtreet, Covent-Garden. 
We then, with as much politeneſs as we were maſters: of, deſired that 
Mrs. Powell would ſend to the theatre what belonged to ĩt and that ſhe 
Ace bout 
powell, 
that our requeſts could not be complied with; that Mrs. Powell as in- 
veſted with the care of the wardrobe "el Colman, and that we ſhould 
find he, Mr. Powell, was not that oer we ſeemed to imagine. 
True State, p. 38.) This anſwer mi 1ght have Juſtified o our reſentmet 
though it 3 only our wa, þ A 


we do not find that the managers of Drury-Lane, give any precedent 
for this conduct of Mr. Powell. All their wardrobe, appropriated and 
unappropriated, is in the theatre, under the care of proper officers, equally 
reſponſible to them both.—But we find in Mr. Powells anſwer, that 
Mr. Colman inveſted Mr. and Mrs. Powell with the care of the ward- 
robe. You ſeem here, fir, to have power far beyond a director; you are 
a theatrical deity, for in this mimic world nothing is to exiſt but by your 
fat. Your arrogance faid, let Powell be a cypher and he was cypher. 
Your caprice reyokes his deſtiny, and this cypher becomes a manager; 
while Harris and Rutherford, for conſpiring together how to preſerve 


the ſmall remnant of their liberties, are compelled to bend the knee to 


their theatrical Moloch, or endure the fiery ordeal of his diſpleaſure, 
: by. 


To 


whe 7 
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To reſieve your 1 a little from the conſideration, of 
facts, I will here attempt a Parallel between yourſelf ag : 
atting manager of great notoriety in former days. Tou 
hiſtory in Cibber's Apology : this: gentleman was a patentee partner, 
bred to the law, and like you too appointed acting manager; ſubject to 
the conſtant inſpection and controul of his partners, who like us were 
then conſidered as controuling, managers, he promiſed to raiſe the re- 
venue of the theatre greatly, juſt as-you have done zyhe began his ma- 
nagement hy refuſing to ſubmit the little mattes of theatrical buſi- 
neſs to his partners; then he refuſed to ſubmit po matters, *till at 
length he ſhook off their inſpection and controul in every reſpect: (ſo 
far is. not the compariſon exact?) He then proceeded to raiſe a thouſand 
ſtories of the ignorance. and tyranny of partners: ,endeayouring to 
incenſe the publick againſt them en and managers. He boaſted 
daily what full houſes his management produced; that he meant all for 


the good of his partners; that he was going on proſperouſly, and ſhould = 


continue ſo, if they would but be quiet—your conduct exactly — But, 
_ inſtead of having raiſed the profits of the theatre, he leſſened them 
many thouſands, juſt as you have done, Sir—at leaſt (by the account 
given in to his partners ;) then, Sir, he engaged whatever ſervants and 
performers he thought proper; obliging them to obey none but him; 


- and laid out whatever ſums he pleaſed, without the conſent or know- 


ledge of the other proprietors- - altogether juſt as you have done. But 
to complete his character of ading managing, he at length took exclu- 
ſive poſſeſſion of the theatre, patent, wardrobe, &c. &c. and referred 
his fellow proprietors to the court of Chancery for redreſs. Thus far the 
compariſon holds: — but we truſt here it will break off, for this afing 
manager, proceeding by bills in Chancery, ſuits in law, and every petty- 
fogging trick, ſo tired and harraſſed his fellow proprietors, that they 
were in the end heartily glad to give up their property, and to leave 
him in entire poſſeſſion, rather than have any more concern with ſuch 
a man. 


"6 D | | | To 
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eturn now to our narration : | 


The ſchemes and arts that you practiſed to creep into an excluſive 
management, and in conſequence of that into an excluſive poſſeſſion, 
were various, and inceſſant in their operations. But among them all, 
your favourite ſcheme to that end, was that of being thought an able 
and a ſucceſ5ful- manager, and to ſupport that character, it is incredible 
to thoſe who know not your arts, what an enormous burthen it hath been 
to the partnerſhip, not leſs than thirty, forty, fifty, and ſixty pounds 
in orders, were generally ſent into the theatre each night; and on 
one night in particular in ſupport of one of your own pieces upwards of 
one hundred pounds. Thus Sir, you . your fame, at the 
1 of our common property. 


About the latter end of February, we were informed you were tam- 
pering with the performers, ſervants, &c. &c. and endeavouring to 
_ prevail on them to enter into articles with you only: which articles, it 
ſeems, you were prepared to execute upon your own proper authority, 
without any reference to us, and our privilege of reviſing and diſſent- 


ing from or confirming the fame. 


This appeared ſo manifeſt a violation of your engagements, and fo 
dire&ly contrary to the expreſs letter of our articles, that we could 
ſcarce give credit to it : however, in order to guard againſt ſo danger- 
ous a meaſure, we immediately ordered Mr. Garton the treaſurer, to 
ſerve the following notice, mutatis mutandis, upon _ perion be- 
longing to the theatre. 


SIR, 


I AM directed by Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford, to give you notice, 
that you cannot be conlidered as belonging to Covent- Garden theatre 
3 | after 
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ter into for the next, be confirmed in writing by one or both of us. 
; Covent-Garden theatre 2 a 8 g | 8 | 
Feb. 25, 1766s. 5 J. Ganron, 


This notice we thought had nothing offenſive or unreaſonable in it, 


pet you, Sir, and Mr. Powell, were incenſed to the higheſt degree; 


and that part of the company who were dependants, and others who 
wanted to pay their court to you, did, in imitation of you and Mr. 
Powell, exclaim againſt it in the moſt abuſive and bitter terms. One 
getitleman in particular, an intimate and avowed friend of yours, and 
formerly, as we have been told, a military man; (you know how to 
chuſe your friends!) when the aboye notice was given to him in the 
green-room, (before great part of the company) threw it into the fire 
with the utmoſt indignation : then ſtamping on it, added this explicit 
comment to the act: that if he had power, he would ſerve the authors 
as he ſerved this notice—thruſt them into the middle of the flames,— 


This kind of language has been frequently held by this intimate 
friend of yours in public coffee-houſes, and wherever he reſorted, as 
we have been informed by many gentlemen, who have heard and been 
ſhocked at his indecent behaviour. Every ſervant and inferior actor 
in the theatre, knowing how much ſuch conduct pleaſed and delighted 
you, ted in all m this gentleman's behaviour. | 


Thus you ch a contrivance to deprive us of our Property, and 
if we legally endeavour to defend it, by ſending a proper notice to the 
company, not to enter into engagements without our concurrence, you 
inſtantly excite them by variety of falſnoods and others arts, to facti- 
aus abuſe, contempt, public ſcurrility, and falſe reports, againſt our 


| conduct ancl ** this kind of — Sir, to what a 
D 2 dilemma 
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dilemma you reduce us, we muſt patiently ſubmit to the falſe reports: 


and abuſes of the under actors and ſervants in our pay, or we muſt: 


implicitly reſign our property to be diſpoſed of as your e hu- 
mour ſhall direct. 

But theſe indecences, which to you who are the companion of thoſe 
who utter them, might be irkſome ; to us, who do not hold ourſelves 
obliged to enter the liſts with our own ſervants, were ever, and ſhall 
continue to be regarded with the contempt they merit. You poſſeſs | 
the ſaving art of transferring your own quarrel to other men, and we 


have no more reſentment againſt theſe engines of yours, whom you: 


have enliſted as the factious abettors of your arbitrary and illegal de- 


| ſigns, than we ſhould have againſt your footman, who aps, v6 an im- 


perrment meſſage or letter from you. 


We began now to be very deſirous of knowing how the 
company were to be fixed for the enſuing year, and wrote to you often 
for that purpoſe. On the 21ſt of March, we obtained a plan of the 


. alteration you propoſed. On the 25th of the ſame month you received 


our anſwer, in which we aſſigned very minutely our reaſons wherever 
we differed from you, and requeſted we might have yours in return as 
ſoon as convenient, to the end, that a plan for the enſuing ſeaſon might 
be ſpeedily formed for the 4 good. 


About this time, fir, as yon kept tg of your ſucceſsful. manage- 
ment, Mr. Rutherford and myſelf offered in the preſence of ſeveral gen- 
tlemen, to inſure to you for three years, a ſum equal to the produce 
of that management: whatever more might appear on the books at 
the cloſe of each year, to be ſhared equally, if you would give 
yourſelf no more trouble about the management. This you refuſed ; 
but offered us, if we would withdraw ourſelves, a ſum equal to our 
our. ſhare in the profits of the preſent year; but what further ſum your 

| manage- 


E 

management might produce, you and Mr. Powell were to ſhare be- 
tween you, — At the ſame meeting, you frequently in the moſt agitated 
manner repeated, Jill you ſell ? Will you ſell?2? As no. reaſon ſug- 
geſted. itſelf to me, why I ſhould be obliged to ſell any more than your- 
ſelf, you know I made you this offer: viz. * To put my ſhare with 
yours, on the inſtant up to auction, and whoever of the two (Colman 


and Harris) ſhould bid moſt, ſhould have both;“ this too you refuſed. 
After many letters and interviews having paſſed on the ſubject of 


ſettling the buſineſs of the theatre, in which you artfully delayed com- 
ing to any determination, and endeavoured by all methods to keep us- 
_ profoundly ignorant of your tranſactions or intentions. We ſerved you 
on the 15th of April, with a general notice to conform to your afticles: 
—yet notwithſtanding all theſe precautions, we were much ſurprized a 
week or two after, to hear that you were engaging the company under 
pretence that our differences were all amicably adjuſted. 


Exceedingly alarmed at this intelligence, we the ſame day ſent for 
ſeveral of the performers ; who all aſſured us; Mr. Colman had taken 
them unawares, that they-underſtood it was entirely agreeable to us, or 
otherwiſe they ſhould not have entered into any engagement with him, 
One in particular of eminence in his profeſſion aſſured us, he was ſo much 
concerned at being thus deceived, that he would go immediately 
to Mr. Colman, and endeavour to get his agreement cancelled : 
he accor dingly went, and afterwards ſent. us the following letter. 


$12, 


c 22 1 
Sr x, 


1 Waited on Mr. Colman this morning, and according to my promiſe, 
demanded the cancelling of the agreement I had made with him, in the 
manner you deſired; his anſwer was, be would not. 


As ſuch, I hope you will conſider I have done every thing you wiſhed 
me to do, and flatter myſelf you will look on Mr. and Mrs. Mattocks 
as en of doing their * without entering into party. 


1 am, Sir, 
April 28, 1728. | With reſpect, &c. 


G. MAT TO CES. 


In this ſituation, in order to prevent as much as poſſible the effects 
of your promiſes, threats, and miſrepreſentations, in the performers, 
ſervants, and others, we cauſed the following paper to be printed and 

delivered to — ——— &c. | 5 


* THE PERFORMERS AND OTHER 'PERSONS BELONGING 
TO COVENT- — THEATRE. 


TE many partial, arbitrary and unwarrantable proceedings of George 
Colman, Eſq; one of the managers of Covent-Garden theatre, being 
manifeſtly injurious to the intereſt and property of us Thomas Harris 
and John Rutherford, we thought ourſelves obliged, with the advice of 
counſel, to give him the following written notice. 


T 0 


1 


TO G. COLMAN, ESQ; 


| I N purſuance of articles of agreement entered into, between you the 
ſaid George Colman, and us Thomas Harris and John Rutherford, 
whoſe names are hereunto ſabſcribed, and alſo William Powell, bearing 


date the fourteenth day of May, 1767, we do hereby require you to com- 
municate and ſubmit unto us, the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Ruther- 


= ford, all future meaſures, which you ſhall intend to purſue, reſpecting 


the direction of Covent-Garden theatre; and more eſpecially, we do 
hereby conjointly forbid you engaging or contracting with any performers, 
artificers, or ſervants, of any kind or denomination whatſoever, for the 
next ſeaſon, or for any other term or time at the ſaid theatre, without 
firſt communicating and ſubmitting to us your intended contracts or 
agreements with ſuch performers, artificers or ſervants, and every of 
them; and we do hereby further in particular conjointly prohibit you 
from receiving, contracting for, or getting up for performance any new 
pieces, which may be offered to you for the ſaid theatre, or on behalf 

of the proprietors thereof, and from reviving any old plays or perfor- 
mances of any kind, and alſo from caſting any plays to be performed 

at the ſaid theatre, without firſt communicating and ſubmitting to us 
the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford, all and every the meaſures 
you ſhall intend to purſue in theſe reſpects, and allo all fuch meaſures as 
regard your future conduct and management of all things comprehended 

in the dramatic and theatrical province of the ſaid theatre; ſo that we 
may, if we ſhall think fir, Ggnify our diſapprobation thereof in writing 
to you; in which caſe, the fame are not to be carried into execution, 
purſuant to the ſaid articles: And we do hereby further give you notice, 

that all contracts or agreements made, or to be made by you with any 

_ performers, artificers or ſervants whatſoever, contrary to the tenor of 
this preſent warning or notice, ſhall be deemed and conſidered by us as 


null and void; and that we ſhall forbid and prevent the payment of the 
f ſalaries 
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ſalaries, or other allowances or gratuities. thereby ſtipulated or agreed 
ro be given, made, or paid to ſuch performers, artificers er ſervants, 


and every of them; and ſhalt alfo prohibit and prevent the payment 
for getting up, or performing of any new pieces received, contracted 


for, or ordered to be got up by you, contrary to this notiee, and the 


- payment of-all expences attending the ſame. At the ſame time we do 


aſſure you, that we do not mean to ſignify dur diſapprobation in writing 
of any meaſure whatſoever, which you ſhall intend to purſue, and ſhall - 
be duly communicated and ſubmitted to us, reſpe&ing the aforeſaid par- 
ticulars, or any of them ; unleſs we ſhall be fully ſatisfied and convinced 
in our own judgment that the ſame will not be conducive to the enter- 
tertainment of the-public, and the real intereſts of the other proprietors 
of the ſaid theatre, and ourſelves: It is, at the ſame time, proper for 

us to apprize you, that theſe being terms and conditions which you are 
bound by the ſaid articles of agreement with us to comply with, we 
ſhall, in caſe of your breach of them, purſue all ſuch legal remedies to 


procure ſatisfaction and redreſs, as we ſhall be adviſed, Dated this 


28th Day of April, 1768, 
Tromas HARRIsS, 


Joh] RUuRTHERFORD. 


And whereas we have received information that the ſaid George Col- 
man has ſecretly and clandeſtinely entered into articles with certain per- 
ſons, now belonging to this theatre, in defiance of the above notice or 
warning, in open violation of the articles ſubſiſting between us, and in 
contempt of our legal proteſt in writing to him delivered; it is therefore 
judged expedient, in regard to the ſecurity of the company, to give this 


general notice, That ſuch agreements are, in the opinion of counſel 


illegal, and therefore will not be aſſented to, or deemed obligatory, 

by us; and that all perſons who have, or ſhall at any time enter into 

any agreement with the ſaid George Colman, without having the aſſent 
5 | p "In 
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in writing of one or both of us, will be conſidered. as Sieg ine a 
combination with the ſaid George Colman, to diveſt us of that natural and 
equitable right over our property in the ſaid theatre, which we are de- 
termined by every legal method to maintain. | 


Many falſe and malicious aſperſions alſo having been openly as well as 
covertly propagated, that we mean to diſcharge ſeveral of the performers, 
&c. to lower the ſalaries of others, and to weaken and throw the whole 
company into diſorder and confuſion, than which nothing can be more 
contrary to our intentions. All perſons, therefore, who are deſirous of 
being ſatisfied of our deſigns reſpecting themſelves in particular, or the 
theatre in general, are requeſted to apply to us, at the ſaid theatre, or at 
either of our houſes reſpectively. 


Covent-Garden — Tnox AS Has RIS, 


April 27, 1768. 
* wh SS Jonx RurRHERRTOR D: 


We were now informed, that Mr. Colman was negociating with every 
perſon belonging to the theatre, and deviſing every means to engage 
them. In order as much as in us lay to prevent this, we ſent for many 
of the principal performers, cautioned them not to enter into an en- 
gagement with Mr. Colman alone: again and again explained to them, 
that no engagement with Mr. Colman alone could be binding on us or 
them, contrary to notices given to both parties. We even went farther, 
and, that it might not be urged, againſt us, as it had been, that 
our proteſts were frivolous and capricious, and had no other object 
than to prevent the public exhibitions of the theatre we offered 
to engage any of them in a manner conformable to our articles 
with Meſirs, Colman and Powell, which we were adviſed we le- 


gall might 1 But we found your artifices had taken too much 
E hold 


f 


* 


{ & 5 


Hold bf many re? che; and pdt this iſeoVery doe enkfely de. 
clined any further Engagements With khem. At the (irik tinte WE 
eauſed the following paper to be exhiBited in beth rhe TR * 


| Seiten OFFERED +6 THE CONSIDEt- 
RATION OF THE PERFORMERS AND OTHER 

| PERSONS BELONGING TO COVENT-GARDEN 
THEATRE. 


Wi, ſeveral falſe 10d Geepube inſindations have been thröwn 
out, reſpecting the preſent circumſtances of Coveht-Gardeti theatte, it 
is judged expedient to offer the following 2 to * parties 
concerned. 


I. That as das Colman, Eſq; is inveſted with the management 
of the ſaid theatre by an article, in which he is expreſly bound 
to ſubmit all the meaſures, he may intend to purſue in ſuch 
management, to T. Harris and J. Rutherford, and to put no 
deſign in execution which they may diſapprove he the ſaid 
George Colman has no right or authority to act as ſole manager, | 
without making ſuch ſubmiſſion of his meaſures to the ſaid. 
Harris and Rutherford, who are by virtue of the ſaid article, 
ultimately to determine what ſhall or ſhall not be carried into 
execution by the ſaid Eclenga, reſpecting the 3 of 
the ſaid theatre. | 


Il. That all contracts with performers, or others, mas by the ſaid 
George Colman, for himſelf and fellow proprietors, againſt the 
conſent, or even without the knowledge of Harris and Ruther- 
ford, are and muſt be null and void, ſo far as they regard the 


3 


ſaid 
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ſaid Harris and Rutherford, on whom they cannot beobligatory: 


the ſaid George Colman not being authorized, but publickly 


III. 


and expreſly forbidden by them to enter into any ſuch contract. 


That as the ſaid George Colman, notwithſtanding the ic pany 
remonſtrances made to him by Harris and ] Rutherford, ſtill per- 


ſiſts in neglecting | to ſubmit to them the meaſures he intends to 


Purſue in the me anagement of the theatre and alſo in pur- 
45 meaſures as they diſapprove, they 1 and Ruther- 


ſuin 
=P are juſtifiable in preventing the farther proceedings of the 


ſaid Colman, to the injury of their property, and in omen 


to che tenor of the articles ſubſiſting between them. 


That natwiehſtanding the inden b ed right of Harris and Ruther- 
ford to Prevent the farther miſmanagement of the ſaid theatre, 
there is reaſon to believe from the apparent diſpoſition of 


Mr. Colman, that if the ſaid Harris and Rutherford do ſo exert 


themſelves in oppoſition. : to the illegal and unjuſtifiable con- 


duct of the faid Colman, an W will enſue to the buſi. 


neſs of the ſaid theatre. 


„That an interruption to the buſineſs of the theatre muſt be 
attended with very diſagteeahle n bath to the com- 
pany and the proprietors. 


VI. That if, in onjer'/to: pe ſuch an interruption, Harris and 


Rutherford do aſſume the management of the theatre, in default 
of the ſaid Colman, they are * pos in law and equity, 
for the ſubſequent 


E 2 REASONS. 
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1. That the r negative power given them by article as comptrolling 


2 


managers, "does not ſupercede their poſitive power, as two equal 


and joint proprietors of the theatre; for that they do not, on any 


conſideration, either expreſſed or underſtood, thereby reſign 


or give up, that natural and equitable right, which every man 


has to the diſpoſal and management of his own property: ſo- 
that they are ſtill at liberty to act poſitively with regard to ſuch 
property, as if no ſuch article exiſted ; in which laſt caſe, they 


vould undoubtedly have as much right to manage the joint 


property of the theatre, to contract for and diſcharge performers,. 


5 


&c. as either of both the two other Proprietors. 


I. That on the other hand both Colman and Powell do, by the ſaid 


Ht. 


article reſign and give up their right as ſimple proprietors ; Mr.. 


Powell exprelly, for a valuable conſideration allowed him as a 
performer, reſigning all pretenſions to manage; and Mr. Col- 
man intelligibly for the emoluments accruing to him as a dra- 
matic writer, conſenting to act as manager ſubject to the controul 


of Harris and Rutherford; who expecting no other profits from 
the theatre, than what muſt ariſe from the good management 


and common intereſt of the whole, think it extremely unjuſt 
they ſnould be deprived of the privilege of providing for its 
ſecurity; eſpecially as for the reaſons aſſigned, they and they 
only are legally impowered to determine what N are to 
be purſued in the conduct of the ſaid. theatre. 


That notwithſtanding Colman and: Powell are by the ſaid article 
legally incapacitated, the latter to interfere in the management 


Ft 1 


| af all, and the former to manage otherwiſe than is approved by 
Harris and Rutherford; while the ſaid Harris and Rutherford 
lie under no legal reſtraint from acting in default of Colman 
as maſters of their own property, and joint patentees of the 
theatre; it is yet by no means the deſire of Harris and Ruther- 
ford, to infringe the ſaid articles, or ſuperſede the ſaid Colman 
as acting manager, they requiring only that he act in conformity 
to the article by which he was conſtituted ſuch : in which caſe 
he actually admitting their negative right as comptrolling ma- 
nagers, they would not willingly exert their poſitive right as 
patentees and proprietors. 


Tt is hoped, that on this far and impartial repreſentation of the 
eaſe, none will be ſo miſled as to adopt ſuch abſurdities, as that any per- 
fon can be inveſted with an excluſive right of managing at his own 
pleaſure, by an article that authoriſes him only to manage under the con-- 
troul of others; or that Harris and Rutherford can have no other right 
over their property, than to complain ineffectually of Colman's miſma- 
nagement of it, while he himſelf is authorized to proceed in open 
breach of the very article, by which heclaims the privilege of managing 
at all. They hereby, therefore, confirm the notices already given to Mr. 
Colman, and the performers, that they are not nor will deem themſelves 
bound by any contract or engagement entered into J Mr. Colman, 
without their conſent firſt obtained. 


F. Harris. 
J. RUTHERFORD. 


Such was our fituation, when on the fourth of May Mr. Ru- 
therford by accident was preſſed by the crowd at Ranelagh cloſe to you. 
He could not avoid expoſtulating with you on your conduct, he told 


you, and be told Jou truly, how extremely deſirous we were of ending a 
| contention 
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contention which ſerved only to weary the patience of the * and 
ſacrifice our joint intereſts, In conſequence of this accidental rencontre 
you appointed the ſucceeding evening, for the four parties to meet. Mr. 
Rutherford and myſelf met you, with a fixed determination to uſe every 
poſſible method of finally cloſing a diſpute, which had for ſo 
many months harreſſed and diſtreſſed us; we were determined to give 
you up all your paints, as you call them, though we were too ſenſible 
many of them were very injurious to our property. Indeed we never 
did mean litigiouſſy to contend with you about matters of inferior mo- 
ment. This, from firſt to laſt, has been the only point we had in view, 
viz. to have an equitable controul over our property, and the mangement 
of it. In this diſpoſition we met you, when it was ſoon underſtood 
that all arrangements relative to this theatre might very eaſily be adjuſted 
to the ſatisfaction of all parties. The following point was the only 
one in which we differed from you; and in juſtice to Mr. Powell, we 
muſt declare he likewiſe differed from you throughout the whole of 5 
arguments, equally with ourſelves. You inſiſted that you ſingly had a 
right to form the mode of engaging performers, and that no one but 
yourſelf fhould ſign an article with any performer. We urged that the 
making agreements with performers was a meaſure of the greateſt ex- 
pence and importance in our undertaking, and that by our articles you 
were obliged from time to time, and at all times, to ſubmit your con- 
duct, and the meaſures you intended to purſue; and that upon our diſ- 
approbation the meaſure was not to be carried into execution. We far- 
ther urged, that from the nature of our circumſtances, having an undi- 
vided moiety of the property, from the common uſage and nature of 
partnerſhip, from the expreſs letter of our article, from common ſenſe 
and common equity, as we were liable to pay the half the expences or 
damages that might occur in our undertaking, we thought it but rea- 
ſonable that bonds, penalties, and expences, amounting to ſo many thou- 
ſands a year, ſhould not be entered into in our names without our know- 
| ledge and conſent; which could be no 28 aſſured to us, than by our 
| figning 


E 


fgning the agreement; and thrat if you Intended to article-none but ſuck 
as we approved, there could not poſſibly ariſe an 3 n 


— 5 being figned by the four e 


a reaſoning having no kind of weight with yon, we e you 0 n 
propoſal.— That our articles reſpecting the management ſhould be laid 
before ſome one or two of the moſt eminent counſel, to be nominated by 
yourſelf, who ſhould have power given to preſcribe a form for engaging. 
performers in future, and who ſhould determine who of us were, and 
who were not to ſign the ſaid article. 


Mr. Powell received this propoſal as became him; he declared it to 
de his opinion that we ought all to ſign the articles with performers, but 
obſerved that the offer of referring it to counſel was fair and candid in 
the higheſt degree. You yourſelf, fir, even you, —allowed it to be fair, 
but ſaid you muſt take two or three days to confider of it. We then parted 
in appearance moſt amicably diſpoſed to each other. Mr. Powell now 
openly avowed the equity of our proceeding, and publicly declared to alk 
his friends, that if our diſputes were not entirely ended, it muſt be alto- 
| gether Colman's fault; and indeed was ſanguine enough to ſay, that it 
was impoſſible Colman ſhould not conſent to our unexceptionable pro- 
poſal. But how were his and our expectations defeated, when, after 
impatiently waiting the expiration of two days, we received the follow- 
ing note. 


Sin, 


Sie I had the pleaſure of lein you and Mr. Rutherford, I have: 
advifed with my friends and counſel concerning your joint propoſal. 
They are all unanimouſly 'of opinion, that my right to contract with: 
performers in the manner I propoſe, is ſo clear and obvious on _— 
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of our article, that there is not the leaſt occaſion or foundation fer a 
reference. A reference implies /a doubt which they do not admit, nor 
can it reaſonably be expected that I ſhould appeal to other counſel to 
decide a queſtion between us, when wy own have ſatisfied me that the 


iid is „ 
I am, Sir, | 
Yaur moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


G. CoL MAN. 


I forbear making any remarks upon this evaſive epiſtle: You are 
not to be told what were the motives which induced you to reject 
this equitable propoſal ; and the reader, I am e 8 anticipate 


me in the concluſion to be drawn from it. 


During theſe chnſaRtions we heard nothing from you relative to the 
adjuſtment of affairs for the enſuing ſeaſon ; we therefore ſent you tis 


following letter. 


as 
. 


SIR, | - 
Wt wore to you the 19th of April laſt, and again on the roth of 
May, reſpecting the ſtare of our affairs; to both which letters we have 
had no other anſwer than yours of the 11th inſtant, importing only 
that you would with all convenient ſpeed give us an anſwer, and that it 
was wholly owing to ourſelves we had not received one ſooner. This 
we are entirely at a loſs to underſtand : but we plainly perceive you can 
make any evaſion to avoid acquainting us with your meaſures and in- 

tentions 3 but, = being ſenſible how very much you have hurt the 
» b | proper ty, 


W 


tal 


property, and injured our fortunes by your management this year, you 
cannot but imagine we are extremely anxious about the next ſeaſon , 
therefore, to keep us ſo perfectly ignorant of your tranſactions reſpecting 
the company, and of your intentions in regard to the plan of buſineſs for 
the next year, cannot be deemed conſiſtent with honour, equity, or 
honeſty, —We requeſt of you, Sir, a plain, preciſe anſwer; and not ſuch 
as We have hitherto received from you——evalive, ambiguous, or in- 
e. 


| | 'We are, Sir, 
May 17. | | Your humble ſervants, 


* Has RIS, 


J. RUTHERFORD. 
FP o George Colman, Eſq; 


A few days before this the following letter was ſent to Mr. Powell. 


1 


By an article entered into on the 28th of May laſt, we each of us 
| covenant not to act, write, or have any ſhare, intereſt or concern in any 
theatre whatſoever : yet notwithſtanding this expreſs and clear clauſe, 
in a converſation the latter end of November laſt, we proved to you that 
| we were then diſpoſed to ſerve you by agreeing to your going to Briſtol, 
though that was a ſtep diſagreeable to us all-—agreed by all to be pre- 
Judicial to our common intereſt, and Mr. Colman refuſed his affent 
thereto ;—ſince that time the whole tenor of your conduct has been ſuch 
as to make it impoſſible for you to pretend to our friendſhip or favour : 
you have in oppoſition to our common requeſt and legal prohibition, 
been aſſiſting in the performing of Cymbeline ; you have neglected to 
deliver up that part of our property in your poſſeſſion, viz. cloaths, 
ſilks, &c. &c. though formally required ſo to do, on the 31ſt of De- 


cember laſt ; you have continued to load us with great expences without 
F our 
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our knowledge, and contrary to the notice given you; you have twice re- 
fuſed, viz. on the 29th of December, and on March iſt, to attend or 
conſult with us on the affairs of the theatre; you have from the begin- 
ning to this time been in the moſt perfect combination with Mr. Col- 
man; you have aided him, and given him colour of pretence for breaking 


his articles, co- operated with him in ſowing diſſentions among the com- 


pany, and in injuring the property by his bad management through the 
whole of this ſeaſon; you have ſuffered your name to be affixed to Mr. 
Colman's pamphlet, which contains much ſcandalous abuſe, and many 
falſchoods reſpecting us, without your having ſeen it, or knowing the 
contents of it before publiſhed; ſo prompt were you to wrong thofe 
who had ever before ſhewn themſelves eager to ſerve you; and you 
have yeſterday for the firſt time play'd Hamlet for a benefit, contrary to- 
the common intereſt, and our earneſt deſire ; you have ſchemed and'aſ- 
ſiſted Mr. Colman to diveſt us of our rights, and to leſſen our property 


in the theatre; of this the whole of your conduct, and your repeated 
declarations at different times (of which witneſſes can be produced) are 


ſufficient evidence. 


Now, ſir, on a review of our paſt behaviour, we bene ourſelves you 


are not mean enough to aſk. an indulgence, nor weak enough to expect 


one; and as we never will be juſtly accuſed of acting ambiguouſly or 
covertly, we give you this notice, that you are in all matters to conform 
to the letter of all the articles entered into between us; particularly that 
wherein you are not to have any ſhare in, or perform at Briſtol or any 
other theatre whatſoever; and you are hereby again required without 
delay to deliver into the theatre, all cloaths, ſilks, and other effects, 
which are the joint property of the proprietors, and which may be now 


in your poſſeſſion. 


We are, Sir, 
Your humble ſervants, 
TFT. Harris. 


il 26, 1968. | 
—_— 7] 7 ; RUTHERFORDL 
10 William Powell. 


1 1 

The article referred to in the above letter, in which all parties covenant 
to have no concern in any other theatre, you remember, fir, was warmly. 
inſiſted on by you, in order to prevent Mr. Powell from going to Briſtol. 
(See True State, p. 42 and 43.) Mr. Powell at firſt objected very ſtrongly 
againſt it, but at laſt your threatning, perſuading art convinced him that 

- this clauſe was alſo for his intereſt, as well as that wherein he excluded, 
himſelf from having any ſhare in the management of his own property. 
Here, Mr. Colman, you moſt generouſly reſolved that your boſom friend 


Powell's fame and fortune (which he had intruſted you with) was in no 
account to ſtand in the way of your aſſuming dignity. n True n 


P. 42.) 


To the above letter we received no anſwer. Indeed, all we intended by 
it, was to exhibit the man to himſelf; and though we had no deſign to 
revoke the conſent we had paſſed for his going to Briſtol this ſeaſon, yet 
we held it expedient to recall his articles to his memory, in particular, 
that wherein he is put under diſabilities from acting at any other theatre 
whatever; fairly intimating to him at the ſame time, that we did not 
find ourſelves inclined to grant him any ſuch indulgencies for the future. 


But alas! to our ſorrow we muſt acknowledge the force of that doc- 
trine, you ſo often, and ſo triumphantly repeat. What the d——1 Ag- 
* mifies articles, when there is no penalty?” Very little truly, fir : how can 
we expect you will do juſtice without compulſion ? for want of which, 

to refer you to your articles, is juſt as fruitleſs as to appeal to your con- 
ſcience. 


Notwithſtanding the letters of Mr. Harris to Mr. Powell of the 26th 
April, ever ſince the night we propoſed to refer to counſel the mode of 
engaging the performers, Mr. Powell appeared to be conſentaneous with us. 
On the 19th of May we received from you a very long letter, filled as 
uſual, with falſe facts, falſe reaſoning, and falſe ſuggeſtions ; all which 
we were not ſurpriſed at. But we were very much ſo at obſerving the uſe 

F 2 you 
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| you ak of Mr. Powell's name; expreſſing yourſelf frequently in the 


plural number, and making Powell in ſome meaſure reſponſible for your 
actions and aſſertions. We thought proper therefore to ſend a note to 
Powell, deſiring to know how far he would be reſponſible for the contents of 
your letter. Upon the receipt of which, Mr. Powell came immediately to 


my houſe, where he found Mr. Rutherford. He then aſſured us he had no 
concern in the letter, that Mr. Colman had frequently drawn him in to 
concur in acts which he afterwards repentedꝰ. 


Notwithſtanding this apparently candid and implicit declaration, x we 
received from Mr, Powell the next day the following letter. 


SIR, 
| May 21ſt, Satneday noon, 


I Have received your letter, reſpecting one you ſay you have received 


from Mr. Colman, and deſiring to know if I look upon myſelf equally 


with him reſponſible for its contents. Whatever my opinion might be, 
in regard to Mr. Colman's conduct reſpecting our affairs, or of the 


contents of the letter in queſtion (wherein, I preſume, he has not made 
mention of my name, but where *twas neceſſary to relate his buſineſs 
for the purpoſe of his letter) I cannot ſuffer myſelf to be reſponſible for 
the contents of any thing whereto I do not ſubſcribe my name. I have 
the greateſt faith in Mr. Colman's intentions for the general good, and 
I hope and rely, that his conduct will tend to reconcile you to his mea- 

{ures, and produce peace and unanimity to us all. h 


I ons with compliments to Mr. Rutherford, 
Your very humble ſervant, 


W. PowELL. 


. At the ſame time, among other things, he informed us, Mr. Colman had entered into 
engagements with the houſe-keeper, carpenters, and wardrobe-keeper. A new ſpecies of 
intrenchment, which we believe was never practiſed by any a&ing manager in the world 


It 


before, 
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It appearing by the ſtile and tenour of this letter, that Mt: Powell had 
been conſulting with Mr, Colman, it it was . * to return the 
following anſwer. 


TO WILLIAM POWELL, ESQ. 


May 24th, Tuday. 
SIR, | 
I Yeſterday received yours dated Saturday noon : I muſt tell you I 
think the writer of it cannot be the ſame perſon, who was with me on 
Saturday morning; your converſation to Mr. Rutherford and myſelf, 
was then ſo very different from the ſtile of your letter, in which there 
is ſo much evaſion,” and ſo much duplicity, that I think I may venture 
to aſſert nobody but Mr, Colman could be the author of it. It gives 
me much concern to obſerve, that notwithſtanding your repeated decla- 
ration, © that you wiſhed we never had had any concern with Mr. Colman, 
e and that we three had originally undertaken the theatre without him, in 

& which caſe you Was abſulutely certain we never could have diſagreed ; that 
you entirely diſagreed with Mr. Colman in his attempts to engage the per- 
« formers by himſelf ; that you diſapproved of bis arbitrary diſpoſition, and 
« of his having 1 made uſe of your name, without having been 
* authorized by you.” —I ſay, Sir, it is matter of concern and aſtoniſh- 
ment, that you ſhould perſiſt (diveſting yourſelf of all pretenſions to 
zudgment in your own affairs) to place ſo implicitly your whole 
dependence on the man who originally deprived you of your right of 
 Interfering in your own affairs, who continues to do it, notwithſtand- 
ing we have offered to reſtore you to your right, who has either 
wickedly or weakly ſo miſmanaged the theatre, as to leſſen the cuſto- 
mary profits of it nearly one half; and who is now endeavouring to fix 
himſelf ſo firmly and excluſively in the theatre, as in future to have 
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to the contrary. To this he pleaded only your order, fir; and indeed 


TC 0 
us and our fortunes entirely at the diſpoſal of his capricious or infidi- 
ous inclination. Whatever regard you may think proper to pay to 
theſe hints now, be aſſured there will come a time, when you will 
acknowledge them to have been as deſerving of gratitude from you, as 
has been 10 our preceding conduct towards you. 


Tam, Sir, | 
Your very humble ſervant, 


2 Haas, | 


To this letter Mr. Harris received no reply. 


Nothing worth your notice occurred between this ind y your cloſing | 
the ſeaſon, which you triumphantly did with the play of Cymbeline, in 
order to prove to the company how gloriouſiy, how compleatly you had 
carried your point ; to prove too the folly of Harris and Rutherford, in 
prohibiting ſuch an attractive play, the houſe was to be made full :—all 
your partizans, exult what a houſe ! what an amazing houſe for the time 
of year! but you know, Mr. Colman, the real receipt of the houſe fell 
far ſhort of the nightly expences of the theatre, and that notwithſtand- 
ing your new occaſional prologue ; indeed there were ſixty pounds 
worth of orders in the houſe z—ſo it muſt be confeſſed the houſe was 
zolerably full, and this auſpicious night at once crowned your ſucceſs as 
A manager, and immortalized _- name as a poet. 


The ſeaſon now being over, we appointed Mr. Garton the treaſurer 
to meet us at the theatre on the of roth June, in order that we might 
examine his accounts. After we had gone through them, we informed 
Mr. Garton they appeared to be all very corre& and right, but we 
perceived he had paid ſeveral bills, notwithſtanding our expreſs orders 


gave 
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gave us to underſtand he ſhould pay all bills in future, which you di- 
rected, notwithſtanding our prohibition. You will readily allow, we 
ſuppoſe, that we might reaſonably object to a ſervant who profeſſed he 
would pay away our money without our permiſſion, —We therefore told 
him for the future we ſhould be our own treaſurers, and that the balance 
of the caſh-book being ſo exceedingly ſmall, it was incumbent on us to 
examine very carefully into the diſburſements; not that we had the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of him, for that we were ready, if he requeſted ir, to give him 
x full and legal diſcharge that moment: but, that as Mr. Colman had 
moſt arbitrarily condutted our property through the whole ſeaſon, it 
was highly neceſſary for us minutely to look into the accounts; for 
which purpoſe we ſhould ſend the two books down to Mr. Harris's 
dwelling-houſe. To this Mr. Garton making no reſiſtance, the books 
were given a ſervant of Mr. Harris, to carry home. We then imme- 
diately waited on Mr. Durant of Portman- Square, (who had given a 
bond of ſecurity for Mr. Garton) with an intention to aſſure 
this gentleman, who patronized Mr. Garton, that we had no other ob- 
jection to Mr. Garton's conduct, than his abſolute devotion to the 
orders of Mr. Colman, and that in defiance of our proteſt and diſſent. 


While we were with that gentleman, Mr. Garton came in. — We 
then, in preſence of Mr. Durant, aſſured Mr. Garton that we had not 
the leaſt thought of doing him any injury, that we were ready at that 
moment to ſign any paper he or Mr. Durant ſhould think neceſſary 
for his ſafety, either a receipt for the books, or a general releaſe; that 
we were ready at any time to ſettle his account, and give him a proper 
diſcharge, though we ſhould have no objection to continuing him as. 
treaſurer, if our property. was ſafe; but that as the treaſury was the only 
department in which there remained for us the leaſt ſhadow of reſtraint 
over Mr, Colman's miſcondu&, we could not ſuffer Mr. Garton to- 
deprive us of it. Mr, Durant then allowed he could not ſee the leaſt. 
xcaſon for Mr, Garton to give himſelf concern about the books, 
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Notwithſtanding this Mr. Garton a day or two afterwards called on 
me and demanded his books, ſaying, if he had known as much 
then as he did now, we ſhould have had his life as ſoon as his 
books, — and that he had ſerved his king and his country,—and that it 
was unheard-of cruelty to deprive him of his bread. To all which I obſerv- 
ed, that I had as much reſpec for thoſe gentlemen who had ſerved their 
king and country as any body could have, but could not ſce why on that 


account we was compelled to provide for Garton; and after remonſtrat- 


ing againſt his wnprovoked inſolence, diſmiſſed him. Since which we 
find, fir, your litigious diſpoſition has prevailed on the man to lodge an 


indictment againſt us in the crown-office; ſetting forth, that with clubs, 


ſticks, ſtaves, and fiſts, we aſſaulted, beat, bruiſed, and wounded the 
ſaid Jonathan Garton: and this very probable account you and your 
emiſfaries have circulated all over the town. You likewiſe took care to 
have it inſerted in the news papers, that for ſome outrageous proceedings in 
Covent-Garden theatre, one of the proprietors was taken up by a judge's war- 
rant, and that another fled from it to France. How ſcandalouſly con- 


temptible the propogation of ſuch falſchoods, for the ſake of a momen- 


tary triumph, when you muſt know, or will ſoon to your coſt be taught, 


that it Was your proceedings, not ours were illegal. 


On the 10th of June we ſent you the following letter. 


SI R, 


Y rgerazy upon examining our accounts kept by Mr. Garton, we 
diſcovered that he had paid ſeveral bills, againſt the payment of which 
we had proteſted, and he was ſo candid as to inform us, that he 
mould purſue the ſame mode of conduct in future; that is, to pay all 
bills which he ſhould judge proper for payment, notwithſtanding we 


might ſignify our diſſent thereto. From theſe circumſtances we found 


it neceſſary to diſpoſſeſs him of the power of acting as our treaſurer z 


which we have accordingly done, and have now in our poſſeſſion (as 
3 5 comptrollers 


comptrollers of the treaſury) the journal and ledger belonging to the 
theatre, and ſhall continue to act for ourſelves, until we may judge it 
convenient to appoint a treaſurer on our behalf. The India bonds that 
are in the banker's hands cannot be fold without an order ſigned by all 
four; if you and Mr. Powell will authorize either of us to diſpoſe of as 
many of thefe bonds as may be nieceffary, we will either of vs diſcharge 
all ſach bills as we think proper; at the fame time we ſhall carefully 
obſerve to pay none 24287 which either you or Mr. Powell ſhall 


ptoteſt. 
We are, Sir, 


nien, : Your humble ſervants, 
June 11, 1768. | . 


T. Hitas. 


J. RuTuzrrorD. 


| After reading hls letter, we leave the tradeſmen, &c. &c. who 
have any demand on Covent-Garden theatre, to determine who it is 
that with-holds the payment of their ſeveral bills. To ſatisfy them 
ſtill farther, I am ready with your conſent to take on myſelf the care 
of diſcharging» their reſpective demands, and at the ſame time to enter 
into any bond or penalty you pleaſe, not to pay any demand what- 
ſoever, without having previouſly the written conſent of Mr. Powell 
and yourſelf, 


Our next care was to ſee how the wardrobe was circumſtanced, for 

we had been informed that Mr. Powell had, with your permiſſion, carried 
ſome of our moſt valuable cloaths to Briſtol. In order to examine into that 
matter, as well as the general ſtate of the wardrobe, we appointed 
Whitfield, the mens "Ry keeper to attend us on the roth of June. 
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But inſtead of the wardrobe · keeper, you, ſig attended with · Mr. Gar- 
ton, and another gentlemen, an attorney, (whoſe name we will not 
mention, as his general character beſpeaks him to be a man of honour 
and integrity in his profeſſion; as a proof of which, we are informed you 
now employ him no longer.) Vou may remember you immediately attacked 


me in terms the moſt ſcandalous and provoking; ſeeming at one and the 


the ſame time, under two very different influences your fears impreſ- 
ſing you with a ſenſe of danger, and your witneſſes preſenting you with 
an idea of ſecurity: but you then experienced I was not compounded of 
thoſe very iraſcible materials you aſcribe to me; anger is not 0p 
__ which your inſults at preſent excite. 


You. informed us, that you had e the wardrobe-keeper to 
attend us ;—but that now you had ordered him away again, and that you 
had taken the keys of the wardrobe from him, and that there we ſhould 


not enter.—Upon which, ſir, you know that I, in your preſence, and 


in the preſence of Mr. —— the attorney and Mr. Garton, put my foot 
againſt the wardrobe-door, and burſt it open in order to come at the 
truth of your ſending; or permitting the cloaths to be ſent, to Briſtol ; 
but when we got into the wardrobe, not being able to find the inven- 


tory books, and having no wardrobe· keeper to direct us, we ſuſpended 


our enquiry, until we could procure them. To which end I clappeda pad- 
lock on the door, put the key in my pocket, and left you, Mr.——jand 
Mr. Garton together in the theatre. At the ſame time we left orders 


for the wardrobe keeper to come to us for the keys of the padlocks. 


Soon after we diſcovered that many things were taken away by 
Mr. Powell. What in the whole might be wanting it was impoſſible for 
us to aſcertain.— Some of the cloaths were of the richeſt in the ward- 
robe, and others made new on purpofe for Mr. Powell laſt ſeaſon;—— 
Now, in our judgement, this act, whereby you either, ſent or confented 


to the ſending, the cloaths of Covent - Garden theatre, &c. to be 
made 


[. 4x: 1 


made uſe of at Briſtol theatre, without our knowledge, is a licentious 
abuſe of our common property, and indeed (harſh as the expreſſion may 
ſeem) a poſitive breach of truſt in you: we ſay, it is a breach of truſt, 
and our ir any for it is the — clauſe in our articles. 


< i therefor Pe fender . That the ſaid Ger Colman ſhall 


& from time to time, and all times hergafter, communicate and ſubmit his 


e conduft and the meaſures be ſhall intend to purſue, unto the ſaid T. Harris 
% and F. Rutherford, and in caſe they ſhall at any time ſignify their diſ- 
approbation thereof in writing unto the ſaid George Colman, then and in 
that caſe, the meaſure ſo diſapproved of, ſhall not be carried into execution; 
« any thing before contained to the contrary notwithſtanding.” —But your> 
injuſtice in thus abuſing our property, you endeavour to explain away 
by an affidavit argument. Swearing before a' magiſtrate, Mr. Colman, 
is the moſt ſolemn awful act of ſociety, and though a man may ſo con- 
ſtruct an affidavit as to elude the queſtion in diſpute, it will never paſs 
upon the world, and the man who practices that kind of dexterity, will 
ever wear a brand in his reputation odious and coy as public con- 
tempt can impreſs upon It, 


| The two points your affidavit attempts to prove, are firſt, that it is 
uſual to indulge performers with cloaths; and ſecondly, that the value of 
the cloaths Mr. Powell took, did not amount to more than 1 Sol. or 160l. 
at moſt, a fact which we do not believe. But be this as it may, we muſt 
obſerve to you, fir, that if a partner embezzles or perverts the property 
of a partnerſhip which he has in truſt, to his own private emolument, 
either openly or clandeſtinely, the turpitude of the crime does not ariſe 
out of the quantity or quality, but out of the perfidy of the act. But 
your affidavit-man ſwears, it is uſual to lend performers, and ſometimes 
« very inferior ones, dreſſes from the wardrobe of the theatre royal, and 
e that at the cloſe of the very laſt ſeaſon, Meſſrs. Shuter, Davis, Fiſher, 
* and Signora Maneſiere, were indulged with the uſe of dreſſes and other 
G 2 | % Properties 
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« properties from tht wardrobe of the ſaid thea ire, far their own particular 
« uſe, at the theatre wherein they. performed in the Country,” —— Wo. 
belieye, fir, upon recollection you will find that Meſſrs. Shuter and Da- 
vis have been for this laſt two or three ſeaſons engaged at Mr. Foote's 
theatre in the Haymarket, and have not been in the country. But ſuch 
- Ittle Clips as theſe, we allow, are of no kind of importance in a theatrical 
affidavit, eſpecially if they contribute to the better carrying on the 
plot.—We will allow, that it may be ꝝſual for a Fiſher or Mana- 
here and others, to be indulged with a dancing dreſs or two, to be uſed 
in the country, which is too dirty to be worn by them in town, or that 
from their ordinary nature they cannot much be damaged. We are. 
ſepſible, fr, that your affidavit men are gentlemen of moſt extenſive con- 
ſeience; but we aſk you, whether vou can aſſert that it is cuſtomary: 
to ind vige any performer with rich and periſhable cloaths, to be. exhi- 
bited, worn and dirtied in country. companies? Aſk Meſſts. Garrick, and; 
Lacy that queſtion, fir they muſt tell you, that ſuch indulgences 
would ſoon make the wardrobes of the theatre royal as contemptible as 
that of a, ſtrolling company. But ſuppoſe we were to grant you, Gr, 


that it is uſual to lend rich cloaths to performers to be. uſed. in ſtrolling ” 


companies, what would that avail you? — It is uſual to lend money, 
yet if your ſervagt was. to lend your money without your conſent, we 
doubt if you would, fail to diſchargs him, | 


But this deponent farther ſwears, * That he has received the as 
frem Briſtol, ſafe uninjured and unimpaired in any degree.” Here, ſir, 
embroidered velvets, ſilks, &c. are ſworn to have deen conveyed 240 
miles, have been probably worn at Briſtol theatre, and yet are received 
back ſafe, uninjured and unimpaired i in any degree. Really, fir, when you 
make a man ſwear, the leaſt you can do for him is to take ſome little 

care of his reputation, whateyer may become of his conſcience. 


But he farther perſiſts i in ſwearing, « That. FIRE things ank propers | 


*. ties belonging to Briſtol theatre were uſed: and employed in many plays 
3 5 _ | 
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6% ad 15 ſeaſon at Cinent-Garden theatre. Do, fir, be fo obliging as 
to make one more affidavit, and let us know what theſe things and pro- 


perties were. We never heard of any before, nor do we believe there 
were any of any value or conſideration.— At the ſame time we beg the 
favour of you to make the womens wardrobe-keeper ſwear, that Mr. 


Powell has taken no cloaths from the womens wardrobe: it would be a 


great ſatisfaction to us, as at preſent, we are a good deal in doubt about 
that matter. But to return to our narrative. 


On the 11th J une we called again at the theatre; and, obſerving a 


tall ferocious figure keeping the door; we aſked by whoſe authority be 


was planted there? He anſwered by Mr. Colman, and immediately 
drew karth the ene Peper. 


I 6 Ge Colinan; one of they proprietors and manager of the ibs 


royal, Covent-Garden, do hereby appoint W. Flight, of the parifh of 
St. Pancrafs in the county of Middfcfex, to be aſſiſtant houſe-keeper to 
Charles Sarjant the houſe-keeper of rhe faid theatre, and jointly with 


him, for me, and in my name, as manager of the ſaid theatre, to keep 
' poſſeſſion thereof, and of the houſe adjoining thereto, occupied by the 
ſaid Charles Sarjant ; and hereby order and direct the faid W. Flight, 
not to ſuffer any peeſon whatſoever to ſtay or abide in the ſaid houſe or 
theatre, but as the ſaid Charles I ſhall direct. Witneſs my hand 


this 11th of June 1768. 


Witneſs. : .7- ; JG. COLMAN.. 


Joſephs Younger, Prompter to the theatre. 
Charles. Sayant, jun. box-office-keeper. 


By the terms ofthis oommiſſion, Mr. Flight of the pariſh of St. Pancraſs, 
was authorized and empowered by Mr. Colman of Great Queen- Street, 
to exclude us, the joint and lawful proprietors of Covent- Garden theatre, 
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we paſſed in reflection upon your unaccountable treatment of us; and 
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from entering in or abiding upon our own premiſes; unleſs Mr. Satjant, 


one of our hired ſervants, ſhould pleaſe otherwiſe to direct in our favour: 
and all this ordered and enjoined to be done for you, and in your name, 
without any mention made of your eint tenants and W | 


The next day by accident we both of us PI het Mr, Sarjant's 
fon, one of our box-keepers, who informed us, that Mr. Colman had 


taken away the keys of all the doors in the theatre, and that the doors 


were all barred and bolted, but that if we applied we alone might be 


admitted through Mr. Powell's houſe in the Piazza, in which there 


was a door which communicated with the theatre. 


Being well adviſed that we 10004 not juſtify entering our own pre- 
miſes through another man's houſe, and being well aware of your liti- 
gious diſpoſition, we determined not to go into the theatre through the 
houſe of Mr. Powell, who was then at Briſtol.— We therefore, on Mon- 


day the 13th of June, ſent a ſervant with a written, order for admittance, 
he was refuſed by Mr. Sarjant, who urged your expreſs order for that 


purpoſe. We then deſired two gentlemen to accompany us to the 


theatre, and in their hearing demanded entrance of Mr. Sarjant, who 


anſwered us, thruſting his head out of a barred window, that. Mr. Colman 

had got all the keys of the doors, and he could not let us in. We imme- 
diately diſpatched Mr. Sarjant junior, whom we met under the piazza, to 
you, fir, with our compliments, deſiring you to ſend the keys of the the- 
atre, informing you that we were then waiting with two friends, and wiſh- 
ed to take a walk in the theatre. He very ſoon returned with anſwer this 
(delivered in the heating of the above mentioned two gentlemen)*T hat you | 


 wwould not ſend the keys: . that you had ordered all ingreſs to the theatre to be 
denied us, except through Mr. Powell's houſe, and even that way, we, and we 


only muſt enter.” With this very extraordinary rebuff we returned to our 
reſpectative homes. The time between this event and Friday morning, 


in 


1 
in conſulting and adviſing with ſeveral gentlemen of great eminence in 
all departments of the law; who all concurred in affuring us that no 
damage could ariſe to us from entering our own premiſes, and turning 
our own ſervants out, who refuſed us admittance. Accordingly, on 
17th June, after ſix o'clock,. Mr. Harris, attended by two witneſſes, 
again demanded admittance for himſelf and Mr. Rutherford, at Mr. 
Sarjant's door; he anſwered from within, in the hearing of the witneſſes, 
that by Mr, Colman's order they would not admit us. Harris then 
came to the door in Hart-ſtreet, where Mr. Rutherford was waiting for 
him, attended by ſome ſervants, and told him the reſult of his demand at 
Mr. Sarjant's door; whereupon Harris and Rutherford ordered their 
ſervants to open a window on the north fide of the ſaid-door, where 
they entered with their ſervants. One of your ſervants, who kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of the theatre for you, having ſtruck one of ours, it was with the 
greateſt difficulty we could prevent ours from doing miſchief to 
their opponents, we were therefore obliged to turn them all out of the 
theatre. Being thus in poſſeſſion, we began immediately to take a ſurvey 
of the place; and never were men ſo much aſtoniſhed as we were, to 
find ourſelves in ſo compleat a fortification. Emery, the maſter-carpen- 
ter to the theatre coming at that inſtant, we ordered him to be let in; 
and taking him about the theatre with us, we obſerved to him how ad- 
vantageouſiy he and his men had been employed for the laſt week or 
two in cutting our boards and timber to pieces in order to bar and fortify 
every avenue and window in the houſe, even thoſe which were thirty or 
forty feet from the ground. The fellow, with a good deal of awkward 
embarraſſment, ſcratching his head, replied, My, gentlemen, I told 
« Mr. Colman, all I could do would fignify nothing againſt a fledge-hammer.”* 
I: thought, ſays he, it was a ſtrange undertaking. We then aſked him 
if he too was engaged by Mr. Colman, he ſaid he was. On our telling 
him, that it was unaccountable to us how houſe-keeper, wardrobe-keeper, . 
and carpenters, ſhould think of entering into articles; he confeſſed he 
never heard of any ſuch thing before in his life, but that Mr, Colman 

FEE, had 
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had taken him one day entirely unguarded, and in a manner compeled 
him immediately to ſign an article. The more we examined the 
theatre, the more we were aſtoniſhed at your exceſſive precaution to pre- 
vent our getting into it. On the ſame day we ſent you a letter from 
the theatre, importing“ that we did not mean to retaliate your behaviout ; 


on the contrary, we bad given orders to our PO at all times to admit 
your and Mr. Powell. 2 e 


Reflecting now very conſiderately on our ſituation, and on ou _ 
conduct; That you had from the beginning laid a plan of driving us out 
ef the theatre; that in the execution of that plan, ycu had perſevered through 
the whole ſeaſon, paying no more regard to us than if we were entirely uncon- 
cerned in the property; that you had very eſſentially hurt the whole pro- 
perty; and the profits of the paſt ſeaſon in particular; that, in fine, you had 
engaged to aft under your direftion ſolely, every perſon belonging to the 


theatre, upon pain of large penalties ; and had at laſt abſolutely forbid our 
entrance into our own houſe.” For theſe reaſons we determined to remove 


from the theatre, to one of our dwelling-houfes, ſuch part of the pro- 
perty as might the moſt effectually prevent your proceedings, until a 
plan ſhould be formed, which would as effectually confirm to us thoſe 
legal and equitable rights in the theatre, of which you had ſo unwar- 
Fantaoly diveſted us. e 0 e 


With this view only we ſent "cog to my houſe in Surry- PSY fo 
much of the wardrobe as we imagined would make the remaining part 
uſeleſs, tagether with the muſic, prompt-books, &c. &c. belonging to 
the theatre; of all which we have an exadt inventory, and they will 
be immediately and ſafely returned to the theatre, whenever a fair 
equitable plan for the future government of it ſhall- be fixed: upon; 
It has been urged by ſome, that it would have been much better for 
us at once to have applied to the. court. of Chancery: for redreſs, and 
that there we muſt have found a certain relief, and reparation for all 


— 
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pa * damages, this too, fir, has been always your language.“ If 7 


_ ”= why don't you apply to the court of Chancery fer redrefs?” 


There i is no doubt, fir; the court :of chancery would redreſs us. Bot 
delays are dangerous. Of this the hiſtory of the afing manager, re- 


corded by Cibber, | is a memento. A long Chancery ſuit would be bern 8 


very poor remedy for the injuries you are daihy doing us. 


About a month ſince we were again mold by you with the 
hopes of a fair reference. By our reſpective counſel a meeting was ap- 


pointed for all parties in Weſtminſter-Hall. We there met, in order, 
if poſſible, to fix on a mode of arbitrating all differences, both parties 


brought preliminary articles to be agreed to, before the general con- 
cerns ſhould be referred, — On our part were produced theſe ' two. 


1ſt, That the contracts which you might have made without our knows- 


ledge and conſent, for the _ ſeaſon, , ſhould be reſcinded, . 


unten agreed to by us. 


ad. That no ſervants who were api gel in hurting x us ont of our own - 


houſe ſhould be employed-in future: 


Surely theſe can never be deemed unreaſonable by any perſon, when at 


the ſame time he is aſſured, that we never wiſh, nor ever did wiſh to 
engage any performer, ſervant, &c, &c. who ſouls ve RO to by - 


Mr. Colman and Mr, Powell. 


You, fir, on your part, inſiſted on the following eight preliminaries.-. 
Iſt. Colman and Powell ſhould not be obliged to fell. 


Meaning; we conceive, that if the referrees ſhould think it neceſſary 
to oblige either of the parties to ſell, it muſt be Harris and Rutherford. 


-. 
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6. - a All contracts to be made by Mr. S to be confirmed. 


Can this be a reaſonable preliminary, to be obliged to 8 
all contracts made by you, without having the leaſt knowledge how 
many, with whom, or upon what condition they were entered into? 
For we are at this time entire and abſolute ſtrangers to all your late pro- 
ceedings, except what we gather from uncertain report, and ſome few 


of the parties who have engaged with you. 


3d. No legal proceedings to be ſtopped... 


The meaning of this preliminary we did not enter into, as no legal 7 
proceedings were begun, nor had we any gueſs at your litigious inten- 
tion of making Garton put us in'the crown-offiee ; or of your inquiſi- 


tion, &c, &c. 


Ath. Powell's article to be cancelled, and another made, allowing him 
more explicitly the largeſt ſalary in the houſe. 


That you ſhould think it proper to give Mr. Powell this FRY we 
were not at all ſurpriſed; but it did not occurr to us why we ſhould give 
any further indulgence to a man, who, after having attached himſelf to - 
you, had ſeparated himſelf from you, difapproved of your conduct, 
and then without the leaſt reaſon implicitly and . ſuffered himſelf. 


l to be duped by * again. 


5th. The books to be reſtored to Garton. 


The books were never intended to be kept from Mr. Sn ſo as to 
prevent his making up his accounts. We mean, whenever he is diſpoſed 


to take hisdiſcharge. 


6th, The wardrobe to be reſtored, and all damages to be made 3 5 
Harris and Rutherford. 


To 


1 4 1 


C4 | 
To that we ſhould have no o objection, provided we are not obliged 
to make good the damages Mr. Powell has done. | | 


7th. | Colman {till to be the acting manager. If any alteration in the con- 
trouling power, it muſt be lodged in the other three proprietors. 


155 Here the cloven foot indeed appears plainly : ſo the article mult 
not be meddled with, or it mult be altered in your favour! 


Sch. That all bills and al claims. upon the theatre, ſhould be diſcharged. 


Whoever will attentively conſider the above preliminaries muſt ob- 
ſerve, that there is not a ſingle point on which an arbitration could 
turn, which is not moſt artfully and ſubtilly provided for by Mr. 
Colman, that is to ſay, on every point they muſt determine abſolutely 
for Mr. Colman, or otherwiſe ſome one of the preliminary articles will 
Prevent their conſidering it at all. And theſe, Mr. Colman, you called 
fair, candid, and honeſt propoſals, and have thrown the groſſeſt abuſe 

on us for not conſenting to what you call a fair reference. 7 


Mr. Harris and another gentleman calling in at the theatre one after- 
ternoon, found therein Mr. Powell and yourſelf, with each a candle in 
your hands; lighting and ſhewing the theatre to two of your 

counſel, your attorney, and another gentleman. Mr. Harris 
was at a loſs to know whether they came as witneſſes, or for what 
other purpoſes. The ſervants of the theatre, however were ordered 
to ſhew you, and your friends, all poſſible reſpect. Beſides this fact, we de- 

fy you to prove at any one time, that either yourſelf or Mr. Powell, or 
any one that came by your order, was refuſed entrance into the theatre: 

indeed it is -notorious, that Mr. Powell, the week he was in town, fre- 
quently amuſed himſelf by running in and out of the theatre, abuſing 
our ſervants, ſwearing they were in a wrong cauſe, laying his hand on 
his ſword, and even threatening their lives. | 


Ws After 
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After theſe exploits, the validate Powell returned quietly again to 
'Briſtol : but you, fir, ſtill wretched and reſtleſs, ran about the town 
to counſel and to magiſtrates; at ſometimes raving and ſtorming, at 
others affecting to be perfectly eaſy, and declaring to two perſons in 
particular, that for your part you had given every thing up; that you 
did not ſuppoſe the theatre would open next year; but that you did not 
fear that you, by your annuities, could ſupport the loſs much better 
than any of us; ſo that by your perſeverance, you muſt carry your point, 
and we be ruined.— While your mind was in this agitated ſtats, 
ſeveral magiſtrates of the firſt eminence for knowledge and integri- 
ty refuſing to be concerned in the affair, you moſt fortunately found out 
one —— Wright, Eſq; of Great Pulteney- Street, juſtice of the peace for 8 
Weſtminſter; him you prevailed on, by what means you know beſt, to 
proceed by an inquiſition, Whenwithout giving us the leaſt notice of his 
intentions, he iſſued his precept. to the ſheriff of the county, to reinſtate 
Mr. Charles Satjant, in the, poſſeſſion of the theatre, and to turn the 1200 
men, (for we had no more) which. we had placed in the theatre, out of it. 


N.o ſooner had ——Wright, Eſq; of Great Pulteney-Street, put Mr. 
Sarjant in poſſeſſion, but you immediately triumph'd ; and by paragraph 
after paragraph attempted to impoſe upon the public, that we were 
turned out of an illegal poſſeſſion. | 


You, Mr. Colman, was bred: to 3 and knew botter z if you : 
do not, aſk your new friend Mr. Wright. He by this time, I dare ſay 
knows law enough to tell you, that where four people are tenants in 
common, if one of them is in poſſeſſion, the four are legally in poſſeſſion, 
.and that excluſive poſſeſſion in ſuch a caſe is nonſenſe ; that therefore 
our going into our own premiſes on the 17th June laſt, could act be 
called a - forcible entry ;— and that finding a ſervant who had barred 
our own doors againſt us, and oppoſed our entrance, there could be 
.nothing illegal in turning him out of doors, or even gently putting him 
.out of the window. | 


| As to your charge of our depriving your friends of their 
_bread.; is it juſt, that we ſhould be compelled to feed the mouths that 
are 
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are ever open in the. moſt indecent abuſe of us ?—If Mr. Benfley will 
ſuffer | himſelf to be wrought upon by you, to go into coffee houſes, 
and there barrangve the company with vociferating abuſe of us, and 
this perpetually without ever having received the leaſt injury from us z 
"muſt we retain ſuch a performer? and muſt his ſalary be therefore in- 
creaſed, though one upon whoſe ſervices in the theatre the Pleaſures of 
the public do not OP r 


% 


x Mr. Caen pays away our money without our conſent, and after- 
wards commences an expenſive proſecution againſt us, without having 
the leaſt injury done to him on our parts, muſt we be compelled ſtill to 

retain him, to diſpoſe of our money as he thinks proper? —If Mr. Sar- 
jant thinks proper to bar our own doors againſt us, muſt we be com- 
ran, to rerain Aden our eee 


If Mr. | Whitfeld will n not mend when ordered by's us, but oblige us 
to break open the door to get into our wardrobe ; if he will lend a part 
of it without our conſent, and afterwards make fuch affidavit as you 
ſhall dictate; is. it (think you) proper we ſhould truſt ſo valuable a part 
of our property in the hands of ſuch a man?—Theſe are your friends, 
and theſe are the people whom we are depriving of their bread. —No, 
Mr, Colman, the officers belonging to the theatre ought to be equally 
reſponſible to all the proprietors. We deſire to appoint none who ſhall 
be objected to by you, at the ſame time we are determined to ſuffer 
none to remain in the theatre to whom we think we have ſuch ample 
| reaſon to object. n 


We have now attended you ſir, from our firſt interview to the date 
of this letter, in which we have ſhewn the riſe and progreſs of our ſeve- 
ral actions reſpecting our partnerſhip in Covent-Garden theatre, we hope 
we have fairly and fully explained the nature of our compact, and 
Pointed out the deſigns of each contracting party, fo as to ſet them fully 

and * forth to * and the public view. 


We 
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We have ſuffered your uſurpation throughout the whole ſeaſon, to our 
great and manifeſt loſs and detriment.— Tou have one argument, and 


only one, which is for ever in your _— and 0 on wan an, all oeca- 
ſions bh ref your defence. | 


1 f if you. think there i 1s either wit or decency, nol) Wins 


nity, or argument in the imputations you have thrown upon e on 
the ſcore of Mrs. Leſſingham, be it ſo: not to deprive you of your 
only defence, on that conſideration, and on that alone, I ſhall ſubmit to it. 
Yet reflect! think a moment on your own ſituation —hew daring 
muſt it appear in you of all men living, to publiſh ſuch aſperſions? But 
you knew you were ſafe. —You knew I ſhould ſcorn to retort, and that 
I ſhould never_meaſure weapons with you on the ground of ſcurrility. 

And yet, the world, Mr. Colman, on whom you have ſo impertinently, 
and fo perpetually obtruded theſe imputations, will ſhew you no favour. 
You who have thus vainly .endeavoured to divert the public eye from 


taking a ſteady view of your conduct and your matives for it, and have 


employed the name of a woman, like the ſhield of Ajax, to ſcreen you 


on every occaſion, muſt NY wer man "> ſenſe n rer. el 
to general derifion. | | 


But what has contributed - to flog your pL alan in he 


eyes of others, is your conſtant declaration that every ſtep you take is 


by the advice of your old friend and learned counſel Mr. Dunning. This 


reſpectable name, is by your example, echoed through every chan- 


nel of the theatre: while box-keepers, wardrobe-men.and carpenters, 
imitating the familiarity of their principal, bandy about one of the beſt 
opinions in the kingdom, as their warrant upon all occaſions. —To this 
gentlemen's great abilities, and to his uſe of them as an advocate, we pay the 
higheſt reſpect, therefore you vill pardon us if we thus publicly declare, 
we believe you have made a falſe and an un becoming uſe of his name 


on the preſent occaſion: for we think it impoſſible that the know- 
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ledge and integrity of a Dunning, cond adviſe you tothe treachery N 
you practiſed i in betraying your friend Powell to reſign his fame and 


fortune into your hands. - Impoſſible he could interpret the ſecond 
_ clauſe of our article, fo as to give you an independant and uncontroul- 
able pbwer over our property, or that the fourth clauſe does not give 
us an abſolute power to ſuperſede by our written diſapprobation, what- 
ever meaſure we may judge to be contrary to the common intereſt of 


our partnerſhip.Impoſſible he ſhould ſay you had a power to incur 


what expences you pleaſe, reſpecting the theatre, without our knowledge 
or conſent, —Impoſlible he ſhould abett you in making a factious uſe 
of the actors and ſervants of the theatre, by clandeſtinely ſeducing 


of pounds; obliging them to obey none but yourſelf, and with- 


c conduce to your deſigns, in open defiance of public notices ſerved upon 

7 doe and ubem to the contrary.— Impoſſible he ſhould advice you to take 
dn excluſive poſſeſſion of our theatre, and to bar, bolt and barricade us 
441, out of it, and by warrant under your own hand given to our common 


Wer Ki ae) e Mr. Dunning: could diſſuade you from putting that queſtion 
0 Mon, concerning the proper form of engagipg performers. 


1 * f 


he could recommend —— Wright, Eſq; of Great Pulteney- 
ſummon an inqueſt upon a ſuppoſed forcible entry or detainer 


in our gwn/ premiſes, without giving us the leaſt notice of his proceed · 
nge. —2 None of theſe- acts we ſay, fir, were adviſed by Mr. Dun- 
ning, nor by any other able advocate whatſoever : it is impoſſible, They 
are meaſures of deſperation, and were preſcribed by one who means to 


al the ſtake for which we are nc 


* 


We have already Infornied you, that while your dess upon our 
er are ſo dangerous and ſo notorious, we cannot truſt ourſelyes 


again 


4 
- 


i tem into bonds and penalties in our names, for many thouſands 


43 out our conſent or knowledge, making all ſuch engagements as might 


-++entitle him to tell us that we ſhould: not enter into the theatre. 


of 0 1 own property, and to diſpoſleſs our ſervants placed by ourſelves 


his point at che expence of principles, infinitely more valuable 
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gin to treat you! in' [pela but: in PIR to wir r profeiſion. 
in the prefixed'addreſs, we ſhall now proceed to lay bebre Fou, ane 
the publick, che following propoſals, (for which 1 he Proper autho- 1 
rity from Mr. Rutherford) and to which we expect hoε eli, = 
We truſt theyvare plain and menge * we . neun 
e be fair -and pane: 47G 9553145: 01 $$ Sa ew... 


1 Will you ſubmit tal paſt tran ions, tc afl N 


8 to acbireaion 7 
8 1. WII you conlent that proper ſecurity 3 whe exif 
a 1Þ eilte performante' of the preſent articles? 0 
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21 - therefore was legally covocabley' Hould we - find 3 E 
7 oo. | FT * - wills you revert. to our original inſtrument of the⸗ JET. A 
March; by which all parties were to be equally* conce 8 
5 er pckne” mahagoment of the tliarte," neee ne 


. N | | Th 
; 2 hes awgneey who eee wv bur EY 


* Laſtly! Wil you! I eaſe you have any objection 2 
08 10 0 


5 very, and take the ſenſe of that court on nf en "ay 
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IH cheſe proposals ſhould. b. Fail found: fac "Y it - becom 
Mane Principles to offer we hope you will give the 
thax you have ſome title to that character, by accepting e 
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